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A Kansas Apiary—Several Queen Experiences. 
BY SILAS HARTER. 


HE accompanying is a picture of my 3-year-old apiary 
T from a beginning of one colony, the second year buy- 

ing four. How is that for central Kansas? The pic- 
ture was taken on Jan. 19. The bees were flying and a few 
were bringing in pollen. 

It will be noticed that Iam in shirt sleeves, and not un- 
comfortable. My pos- 





NO. 5.—COMB HONEY PRODUCTION. 


Managing Swarming—Strong Colonies Only for 
Good Section-Work. 


BY R. C. AIKIN. 


HEN swarming begins, what shall be done? What- 
ever is the method of handling swarms, it should be 
done in such way asto keep the section-work going 

right along. The handling of swarms is one of the things 
I have had only a limited experience in. True, I have had 
a good many swarms in 25 years of practice, and, compar- 
ing my experience with that of the average apiarist, per- 
haps it would not be strictly true to say that I have not had 

much experience. Here is how it is: 
The first few years afterI began bee-keeping I had only 
fall honey-flows, coming the last of August and first 
of September, generally 





ture would indicate Te 
that Ihave been a la- 
boring man, and that 
I am a little round- 
shouldered, neverthe- 
lesslam enjoying the 
best of health. The 
one in the distance is 
me of my sons, ‘*Will,”’ 
who will soon graduate 
from our college here. 
The trees you see are 
cherries, and in sum- 
mer make quite a cozy 
place for the bees. 

Now, don’t think I 
have a telephone to my 
apiary —it is only a 
clothes-line. 

If you won’t laugh, 
I will tell a little of my 
experience at roasting a queen. One bright morning I re- 
ceived a nice Italian queen from a breeder in the East, to 
five toa queenless colony. As the bees and queen in the 
cage seemed to be a little chilled, I thought I would place 
tem in the sunshine by the window. I left them there for 


p Perhaps an hour, when, on my return, to my astonishment, 


all were dead as a doornail. So another lesson was learned, 
and quite a loss sustained, as it was early in the 
season, 


_ At another time, on receiving a queen I desired to clip 
ner 


‘wings, and so opened the cage at the window, thinking 

was closed, but to my astonishment the upper window 
was down a little, and out went the queen. Well, I thought 
sae was gone, but I quickly raised the window and after 
, Jing around awhile she flew in. I thought myself more 
ord than wise. But another lesson was learned, to be a 
tte more careful. I think this rule should hold good in 
ail Our work with bees. 
McPherson Ce... Kan. 


all 
ail 





Apiary of Mr. Silas Harter, McPherson Co., Kan. 





about a month of flow, 
and about equally divi- 
ded between August and 
September. Late honey 
harvests do not cause 
much swarming, and if 
one is in a location with 
no early flow, and the 
main harvest just before 
frost in the fall, he has 
indeed a very easy time 
of it compared with 
those of us who have 
the early flow. Just 
think of having all 
spring and summer till 
Aug. 1 to 15 to get ready 
for a honey harvest ! 


That is what I had 
in my first few years in 
bee-keeping. 

After this came the white clover flows in June—once it 
began the latter part of May. I think I am safe in saying 
that swarming was all of four times greater, and equally 
more troublesome when my harvest camein June. I prac- 
ticed hiving swarms back, and sometimes uniting two weak 
ones, or putting small swarms in with weak colonies, the 
object being to have strong colonies for section-work. 


To hive a swarm back to where it came from is like try- 
ing to put a fire out by adding fuel. I cut out cells only to 
have them rebuilt in very many colonies. Some would re- 
main content and do good super work, but many would not. 
Some would stay a few days till new cells were started, 
then swarm again, and some would come out without wait- 
ing to build new cells. 

Neither is it satisfactory to hive swarms in with other 
colonies, unless both the swarm and the bees of the colony 
to be united be dumpt together off the combs. In later 
years I often mix up bees from several colonies and put all 
into one hive, and it can be successfully done, and such 
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colonies be made to do fine work. The colony into which 
the others are to be put should be thoroly subdued, and 
their sacs filled till all the fight is taken out of them, or 
else they should be shaken from the combs among the 
others, and all allowed torun in together. Managed in this 
way small swarms, or small swarms and weak colonies, 
may be run together for section-work. 

With the exception of about two seasons in which I had 
much swarming in June (this was my first experience with 
honey-flows and swarming atthat timeof year), I have very 
largely increast by division, and kept down swarming to 
the minimum. However, there are always a few swarms 
that I have to contend with, some strays, some my own, 
owing to some colonies becoming queenless and unknown, 
and some by supersedure of the queens, and sometimes I 
get behind and let the bees get the start of me. So it comes 
about that I handle a few swarms almost every season. 

To hive an average swarm in a 10-frame hive means 
very littie super-work unless the flow be very good. To 
hive in either an 8 or 10 frame hive on ready-made combs 
also means that very little or no super work is done except 
in very good flows. To hive on 5 or 6 frames with starters, 
and put on a partly-workt super, or one with bait-combs, 
will be better than the former plan. I practice hiving ina 
contracted chamber of not to exceed six Langstroth frames 
—sometimes I hive on about four comds ready built. I also 
use a half of a divisible brood-chamber for this purpose. 
As nearly as I know, I should advise to hive on starters and 


_ only 6 to 8 frames, and put the supers over from the old hive 


on the new, hiving on the old stand and putting the old on 
a new stand. I would also shake out the bees from the old to 
the new. 

Whatever plan is used, if you can not control swarming, 
when swarms are hived be sure that the brood-chamber 
room is contracted to correspond to tke bees so that they 
must work above if they do much at all. I should be in- 
clined to put two swarms into one, or three into two, and 
give whatever was my standard brood-chamber, for it is 
very much better to have one strong colony store 50 pounds 
than to have two store only 25 poundseach. The 50 pounds 
stored by one colony will be better finisht than the 50 
pounds by two colonies. 

My practice isto have every colony that works in sec- 
tions very strong, andif Ican not keep them from swarm- 
ing I take away enough of their brood to discourage swarm- 
ing. Have so many bees in the hive that in a reasonable 
flow they will work two supers at once,and atthe same 
time occupy an 8 or 9 Langstroth-frame brood-nest. Such a 
colony is a strong one, and here is about how it will work: 

If the flow be moderate, about two to three poundsa 
day gain for such a colony, and lasts 30 days, I would ex- 
pect about one super of 28 sections filled—say 25 pounds. 
The same and the average daily gain about four pounds I 
would expect two supers finisht. To increase the daily 
gain, or to continue the flow longer, would mean a propor- 


* tionate increase in the surplus. According to my way of 


looking at the problem, a colony should not be expected to 
work sections unless it be strong enough to handle a 6 to 8 
Langstroth-frame brood-chamber, and at least two 24-sec- 
tion supers in a moderate flow. Sucha colony will surely 
go into the sections whether they use them or not, and they 
will surely use them if there isa flow that would givea 
crop. Such colores will give more or less of a crop when 
those allowed to swarm would give one. 

It discourages me to try to get a crop of honey from an 
apiary allowed to swarm freely, for I surely consider a col- 
ony that has swarmed not of sufficient numerical strength 
to do nice section-work in an average season. It also dis- 
courages me to try to tell anybody else how to succeed 
and allow the bees to swarm. I think I will just say if you 
will succeed in the production of comb honey, you mwus¢ cur- 
tail swarming, or else double up swarms and colonies till 
you have proper masses of bees together. 

Take an apiary of 100 colonies, build them up as strong 
as you can by the time white clover blooms, then if you can 
take 50 or 75 of the best of them and run them for section 
honey, and not let one of them swarm, you have my ideas 
of proper strength of colonies. Do this, and in doing it 
follow the methods I have been describing to keep off the 
swarming-fever, thenif any get the start of you and swarm, 
just hive them in a contracted brood-chamber, or take away 
part of their brood and substitute frames filled with founda- 
tion, and put them back into the old hive. 

If you want increase, make it by dividing your weak 
colonies, and not ask them to put up surplus. If you can 
do this I will guarantee you will get honey to sell when 
your neighbors do not have any, and when your neighbors 





cident in 


have moderate crops you will have good ones, a 
they have good ones you will have at least three 
two. More than this, when others have to feed or } 
bees you will have little or no feeding to do, a 
others have No. 1 honey you will have fancy. 

I have for nearly 10 years controlled Swarming 
queening just about the beginning of the flow, and for 
locality having but one flow lasting four to six weeks - 
less, [know of no method that will give better results, 
Now, my locality is somewhat changed, practically having 
two flows, hence I am changing my method. Abundance 
of room and ventilation before the flow ; flow starteq cou- 
tract the brood-nest to normal, and give plenty of Super. 
room (all you can get them to use) with bait-combs and 
remember a/ways, that if we can get a colony to workings in 
two or more supers before they get in the notion of swarmin , 
they will not swarm much if they are kept with plenty; 
super-room. “g Larimer Co., Colo, _ 


Can a Good Queen be Reared in a Nucleus? 
BY DR. C. C. MILLER. 


HEN I first began working with bees I learned that a 
small number of bees were sufficient to start queen. 
cells, if furnisht with proper brood, and that they 

would therefrom secure a laying queen. I was delighted to 
think with what rapidity an apiary could thus be built up. 
But I soon learned that sometimes “‘ things are not what 
they seem.’’ I reared some very poor queens ; in one case a 
queen laid one egg and died; in some other cases they did 
not even lay as miany as one egg before death. ; 

From that I went to the other extreme, adopting the be. 
lief that to get good queens the cells must be started in fy!) 
colonies and left there at least until sealing. I still held 
that belief as late as a year ago, and in reply to a question, 
I said: 

“Tf you put in a hive a frame of brood, another of 
honey, and a pint of bees, they may protect themselves 
against robbers, and they will be pretty sure to reara 
queen, but the chances are that the queen .will be a very 
poor affair. Don’t think of having a queen reared any- 
where but in a strong colony, at least until after the queen- 
cell is sealed.’’ (Page 199, March 30, 1899.) 

Commenting upon this, G. M. Doolittle said on page 
371, ‘‘ Without any precaution toward making the bees stay 
on that frame of brood, they would all leave, and if som 
queen would be reared at all—a poor affair or otherwise; 
but where bees are taken from an out-apiary and kept ina 
nucleus-box without any queen for 24 hours, at the expira- 
tion of which a guart of bees is turned loose on two frames 
fixt as the questioner proposes, they will rear just as good 
queens as by any of the plans used which deprive the col- 
ony of its gueen while the cells are being built, asI have 
proven time and time again; for, while in the nucleus-box 
they do ‘so long’ for a queen that nearly all of them will 
prepare royal jelly, and when they have access to brood 
they will just ‘flood’ the young larva chosen for a queen 
with it nearly, if not quite, equal to those being reared ina 
colony preparing to cast a swarm. And a quart of bees on 
the two frames will keep up the necessary heat to fully per- 
fect those queens, where treated as I have given, fully as 
good as willa strong colony whose queen has been taken 
from them that they may rear queens.”’ 

I studied over that paragraph very carefully. If I u- 
derstood it correctly, it plainly taught that a quart was just 
as good as a strong colony of queenless bees to rear queet- 
cells and queens from start to finish. If that was true,! 


nd when 
to their 
ose their 
nd when 


by un- 


-Was in error to teach the reverse. Mr. Doolittle was one of 


the leading queen-breeders of the world, so had had many 
times the opportunity that I had had to observe the matter, 
as I was not a queen-breeder, only a honey-producer. But 
the bare possibility that Mr. Doolittle might be mistaken 
was still left in my mind, and I thought there was no great 
need to change my opinion in haste, as my error, if error it 
was, was on the side of safety. I could afford to wait until 
the opportunity came either from my own experience of the 
testimony of others to help settle meon one side or tit 
other. 

Such opportunity has now come. In reply to the ques 
tion, ‘‘ When dividing bees is it best to rear queens 10 
them, or let the queenless part of the division rear a queet 
for themselves ?”” Mr. Doolittle replies (Gleanings in Bee 
Culture, page 175) : 

“‘I consider any plan of division, which compels “ 
queenless part to rear their own queen, as faulty. Becaus® 
in the first place, good queens are reared only ina coloy 
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very populous in bees, of all ages, with honey and pollen 
coming in from the fields, enough to supply their wants. 
Of course, this honey and pollen part can be supplied by 
the apiarist, if deficient in nature ; but the populous in bees 
art can not possibly obtain with a divided colony.” 

If I understand that correctly, it means not only that a 
good queen can not be reared in less than a full colony of 
bees, but that the colony must be “‘ very populous in bees.”’ 
[can hardly say thatlam glad to know the requirements 
are so exacting, but Iam very glad to be left no longer in 
doubt. If I have been correct in interpreting Mr. Doolittle, 
he has changed his views in the past 12 months—a thing we 
must all do occasionally if we are to make any progress. 

The important thing about the matter, sufficiently im- 
portant to be worth while to take up several pages of this 
bee-journal with it, is to have it clearly and emphatically 
known that no nucleus will do to rear queen-cells ; or, to 
put it in the words of Mr. Doolittle, that ‘‘ good queens are 
reared only ina colony very populous in bees.” For if it 
should be believed that a quart of bees is just as good asa 
strong colony to rear queen-cells, there are thousands who 
would rear queens in nuclei, and thousands upon thousands 
of dollars would thus be lost in the honey-crop by means of 
poor queens. If we are to have the best in the line of 
queens, I believe it can hardly be emphasized too strongly, 
that up to the time queen-cells are sealed they must be in 
full colonies. From that timeon I do not feel so sure about, 
put I think that a nucleus of good strength will be all right 
after the cell is sealed. McHenry Co., Ill. 


%§ 
The Marks Frame and the Case Feeder. 
BY F. GREINER. 


ITHOUT fear of contradiction I am safe in saying 
W that the physical make-up of man is such that no 

two persons can be found among the many millions, 
that represent another in every particular, altho all are 
built on the same general plan by the Creator. The nose is 
centrally located in every face, and the other organs bear 
the same relationship to the nose, are groupt around it the 
same in one person as in the other, etc. What is true in 
the physical make-up is also true in the spiritual and intel- 
lectual. And that is the reason why we do not all of us see 
all things alike; why we so often disagree on the things 
relating to our pursuit; why one man rides this hobby, 
another a different one; why the deep frame meets the re- 
quirements of one, the shallow frame the ideas of another, 
etc. Just so long as we live this state of affairs will remain, 
and the bee-keepers will continue to fix, and change, and 
remodel, and improve. 

If I now attempt to say a few words about a new brood- 
frame and a new bee-feeder, it is with that thought, to per- 
haps meet the requirements of some one who is still seek- 
ing for something better, or at least for something fo suit 
him better ; for changes are not always improvements. 

The Marks frame is not an entirely new thing—it was 
even mentioned and illustrated in Gleanings in Bee-Culture 
ayear or two ago. However, a good thing has manya 
time to be pusht and brought before the public again and 
again before it is recognized as such. 

The spacers of the above frame are simple pieces of 5 
or 4 inch hoop-iron about two inches long. They are in- 
serted at the upper ends of the end-bars into properly cut 
saw-kerfs, in imitation of the Hoffman frame. Mr. Marks’ 
idea is to place both spacers on one and the same side of 
the frame. It is plain that the Marks frame with the 
spacers thus arranged must not be used reverst, but must 
be placed spacers against the flat side of the next frame. 
Un this account it has been criticised. But, really, is this 
a serious disadvantage ? 

__ In discussing the merits of this frame with a number 
of bee-keepers of our county, one of them said: ‘‘ Why, 
with that frame one can not possibly get it into a hive the 
in way.”’ Another one of those present took the oppo- 
site view. 

The fact seems to be the Marks frame may be put in 
‘rong side to, but no one with any eyes at all woudd put it 
i Wrong. With the swinging frame—the Hoffman or any 
red frame—in returning combs to a hive it may occur 
‘hat we are uncertain as to which way they had been in the 


nive; we may make a mistake and get one wrong. We do 


~ meg 


, Not ind this out until we have tried. The frame must then 


Oe tales out again and reverst, for no frame, when once 
one ht in, its exactly in any other place. I confess I have 
Me oually had some trouble in this direction. With the 
“arss metal-spaced frame this would not have happened. 


However, if any one should like the Marks spacer, and 
not the other feature of the frame, there would be nothing 
to hinder changing one spacer over to the other side of the 
Jrame. But from what experience I have had with any of 
the self-spacing frames, I would to-day rather have the 
spacers on ove side than otherwise. We do not nowadays 
manipulate the frames very much, and when we do, we 
want to return‘them in the orderthey came out, at least in 
nine cases out of ten, so what’s the difference ? 


FEEDERS AND FEEDING. 


In localities where the surplus is gathered mostly from 
white clover, the practical bee-keeper finds stimulative feed- 
ing early in the season of great advantage. Such feeding 
has to be done every day, and in small doses, and the feeder 
that admits this kind of feeding without opening hives and 
disturbing bees, it would seem, would at once find favor 
among bee-keepers. I herewith present a drawing of such 





a feeder as has been in use here among the bee-keepers in 
the eastern part of this county (Ontario) for a good many 
years. AsI do not know who the inventor is, I will name 
it the ‘‘ Case Feeder,’ as Mr. H. L.. Case explained its work- 
ings before the Ontario County Bee-Keepers’ convention a 
short time ago. 

The drawing almost explains itself. The feeder isa 
shallow tin box about four inches in diameter. The bottom 
is removable and perforated. The long spoutis to reach 
clear to the outside of the hive, and the feeder may be filled 
without opening the hive or disturbing the bees. Itisa 
time-saver. 

As Mr. Case says, just go thrua large bee-yard and 
take allthe covers of the hives off and put them back on. 
Do that with 100 hives, and you will find it quite a job, es- 
pecially with clumsy chaff hives. This feeder is tuckt 
away under the cushion immediately over the cluster of 
bees, the spout running to the outside, either at the rear or 
side of the hive. The filling is done by the help of a little 
funnel with an elbow toit. As soonas the feed is poured 
in, the spout must be closed with a tight-fitting cork. There 
is but little work connected with this kind of feeding, and 
no heat is lost opening hives. Ontario Co., N. Y. 
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Reversible Frames, Beeswax, Etc. 
BY G. M. DOOLITTLE. 


CORRESPONDENT writes: ‘‘I have been reading 

up some old bee-literature, and in it I find quite a little 

about reversible frames. Are they something of value ? 
If so, I shall desire to make some before the swarming sea- 
son opens. Please tell us something about them in the 
American Bee Journal.’’ 


ANSWER.—Reversible frames were one of the disputed 
questions of the past, they having quite an extended airing 
some 12 to15 yearsago. Very many of our most prominent 
bee-keepers gave thema very thoro trial, but so far asI 
know there is not an apiarist of any prominence using 
them to-day; or, if any such are using them, they do not 
consider them of enough value to say anything about them 
in bee-literature now. 


The main thought and object for which they were 
brought into existence was thatof compelling the bees to 
store all of their honey in the sections, by reversing the 
frames as often as the bees lengthened out the cells along 
the top-bars of the frames and filled them with honey. By 
thus placing this honey in an unnatural position it caused 
the bees to removeit, andas there was now brood in the 
upper part of the frames, the bees would be constrained to 
store this removed honey in the sections. 


At first sight this theory looks very nice, but when it 
was put into practice it was found the bees did not ‘‘ think ”’ 
as did the theorist, and colonies so workt accumulated no 
more in the sections than did others that were let alone, 





while at the end of the season thecolonies let alone showed 
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a decided advantage, inasmuch as they had honey to winter 
on, with little or no honey in those whose frames had been 
reverst several times. 

The claim was also made that the reversing of the 
frames would do away with swarming, as the queens occu- 
pying the reverst queen-cells all die. Many queens in the 
embryo form would thus die; but as swarms were sure to 
issue from queens not killed by reversing, or by the swarms 
coming out without any capt queen-cells, or little if any 
preparation along the line of queén-cells, the reversing of 
frames for this purpose proved fully as fallacious as for 
section-honey. 

The only advantage I could ever discover by reversing 
frames was that, by thus doing, the combs would be built 
as perfectly to the bottom-bar of the frames as to the top- 
bar, so that the trouble of ridding the framesof bees on 
account of their hiding in the space between the bottom- 
bar and the comb was obviated. While this wassome gain, 
yet I never found the gain here to be sufficient to pay for 
the trouble and cost of reversible frames. This ean be ac- 
complisht in other ways, such as placing the frames in an 
upper story for one season, extracting the honey from the 
same, or using such frames for winter stores. After they 
are thus filled there is no necessity for placing them in the 
upper story again, unless it is so desired for some other 
purpose besides having the frame entirely filled with comb. 


RENDERING AND CLEANSING BEESWAX. 


Another correspondent writes: ‘‘I have a lot of old 
combs which I wish to render into wax, anda lot of old 
dirty beeswax which I wish to change to the nice yellow 
wax usually found in the comb foundation sent out. Will 
you tell me thru the columns of the American Bee Journal 
how this can be done ?”’ 


ANSWER.—As to the old-comb part, I very much doubt 
whether there is a better way for the rank and file of bee- 
keepers to render such into wax than by using the sun or 
solar wax-extractor. I have tried many plans, suchas a 
kettle of boiling water, with the comb placed in an old bur- 
lapsack, the same being workt with a hoe or plunger till the 
wax was workt out and rose to the top; and other methods 
of getting out by water; the Swiss wax, and other steam 
extractors; the dry oven method, etc., but I have laid all of 
these aside, and now use the solar wax-extractor altogether. 
It has a convenience in storing combs and bits of wax, till 
full, and then in rendering without ‘fuss or feathers,’’ by 
simply removing the covering from over the glass on any 
sunshiny day, not possest by anything else. Almost any 
supply dealer keeps them for sale. 

It is claimed that a// of the wax can not be gotten out 
of the combs in this way, but if any person will take off 
the glass frame, after the most of the wax has run out, and 
with a trowel, or something similar, rnb down the refuse, 
so as to break down the cocoons that may remain whole, I 
think he will have no trouble in securing fully 99 percent 
of all the wax contained in any comb, no matter how old or 
tough they may be. At least I never find any such quanti- 
ties left in the ‘‘slumgum’”’ from my wax-extractor as 
others tell of, and I have boiled and prest it many times to 
see if I was wasting enough to pay me for putting it thru 
this process, as many claim they do. 

Regarding the cleansing part, wax coming from a solar 
wax-extractor is fmore nearly perfect as regards any impuri- 
ties than that obtained by any other process, and rarely 
needs any cleansing except straining. At least that is my 
experience, for it is always nice and yellow, no matter how 
old and black may be the combs from which it came. Many 
of the comb-foundation makers use certain chemicals to 
bleach and cleanse their wax, if I mistake not, and if the 
questioner has dirty wax to the amount of hundreds of 
pounds, it may pay him to enquire of them. Regarding the 
use of these I know nothing, and I doubt whether the ordi- 
nary practical bee-keeper, with only a limited quantity of 
wax, could make it pay to use chemicals for purifying bees- 
wax even were he familiar with their use. 

Any plan by which the wax is kept in a liquid state for 
along time, the same being perfectly stationary during this 
time and while cooling, and using quite a body of water 
with the wax for the dirt to settle into, has a tendency to sep- 
arate the impurities from the wax, and give it a bright yel- 
low color. 

If, in addition to the above, a pint of good, strong 
vinegar is used for every ten pounds of wax and one quart 
of water, the result will be more satisfactory. My plan be- 
fore using the solar wax-extractor was as follows: 

Put 10 pounds of wax, one quart of water, and one pint 
of strong vinegar intoa flaring tin dish, and set it on the 





stove until the wax is melted and the whole becomes ag hot 
as it will bear without boiling over. If there are impuritie, 
of any size it should now be strained thru common cotton- 
cloth, or these impurities are likely to be partially imbeddeg 
in the waxat the bottom of the cake when cold, so as to 
make the job unsatisfactory. Having this accomplisht 
spread down two or three thicknesses of old carpet, or two 
or three horse-blankets, where the wax is expected to Stay 
until cold; then set the vessel of wax in the middle, ang 
wrap over the top and sides the unoccupied parts of the 
blankets until the whole is well protected from the outsige 
air, so that the whole may be four or five hours in cooling, 
If you will watch the liquid you have in the vessel before 
covering it up, you will note that the whole mass seems to 
be in agitation, rolling and turning about as tho it were 
alive. This is the work of the vinegar, and that which 
makes the dirt separate more perfectly from the wax thay 
it otherwise would. If strained as given above, there wij 
be only a fine dross at the bottom of the cake, which js 
easily separated from the wax by scraping with a dull knife. 
Onondaga Co., N. Y. 


Breeding Bees for Business. 
BY FRANK COVERDALE. 


AM very glad to see that at least a few people in our 

ranks are beginning to look more thoroly after a good 

honey-gathering stock of bees, and other good qualities, 
such as hardiness, non-burr-comb builders, and white cap- 
pers, allof which amount to a very great deal to a comb- 
honey producer in full, andin part to the bee-keeper who 
extracts. 

I must confess that I have heretofore been far too negii- 
gent along this very important line. Who would believe 
me, if I should say thata large portion of the queens sent 
out by our breeders are behind the average black stock over 
the country? During the past two yearsI have purchast 
upward of 50 queens from different breeders, and nearly 
every one has fallen short asa honey-gatherer, but for 
beauty, gentleness and prolificness nearly all were by far 
ahead of average black bees. 

The above fact, in my estimatiom doesn’t condemn any 
race of bees, but strains of bees, or in other words, bees 
that have been bred for a standard which did not take a 
proper estimate of the honey-gathering quality. Bees left 
to themselves in the wild state do of their own accord (in 
the northern climate, at least) perpetuate the honey-gather- 
ing qualities to quite a far-reaching degree ;. because a poor 
season comes along at intervals, so poor that only the 
greatest hustlers will have enough stored tocarry them 
thru. Just so among our slipshod bee-keepers of to-day— 
one year in 20 will use up a whole apiary from starvation 
except a few of the best gatherers, which leaves good stock 
to begin with after the poor, or, I should say, very poor sea- 
son is gone. But can’t we make the same selection every 
year that would take nearly 20 years? Progress is ina 
rapid state on all lines, and I believe that the queen-breeder 
of the future must look well after the more weighty matters. 


A few years ago, when attending our State fair, and 
going the rounds of the different bee and honey exhibits, | 
came across a very beautiful strain of bees, and they ap 
peared to be very gentle; I was assured by the owner ol 
them that they were hustlers both to gather honey and to 
cap over their combs white. The gentleman did not make 
a specialty of rearing queens, but he was anxious that! 
should try his strain of bees, and at once made me a present 
of one of his queens, which proved to excel all other queens 
that I ever owned, either before or since. Her workers 
would gather six and seven supers of honey while no other 
of the 50 colonies by their side scarcely finisht half the 
above amount, and nearly all the yard gathered only one 
and two supers each. I would give $50 for such a queen for 
my own use for next season, if I knew where she could be 
found. Her offspring shows up yet wherever it is to be 
found thru the home yard, but this queen was not made 
proper use of on account of lack of time, and I am now Very 
sorry for that. 

I often think it would pay me to do as the hog-breedets 
do—go right to the bee-yard where the owner is producing 
honey, during the main flow, and make a selection, buy* 
queen from an extra-hustling colony, and take her ™g 
home with me. Jackson Co., Iowa. 


4 o —- - 
The Premiums offered on page 237 are well worth work: 
ing for. Look at them. 
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Report of the Wisconsin State Convention. 
BY N. E. FRANCE. 











The 16th annual meeting of the Wisconsin Bee-Keepers’ 
Association was called to order Feb. 7, 1900, at 10 a.m., with 
Pres. F. Wilcox in the chair. Prayer was offered by Rey. 
H. A. Winters. 

Pres. Wilcox delivered a short opening address, after 
which the secretary read the minutes of the last meeting, 
which were approved. 

CAUSE OF WINTER LOSSES OF BEES. 

Next was a paper by Herbert Clute, of Clark Co., on the 
causes of loss of colonies of bees last winter. A long dis- 
cussion followed on wintering, several thinking the long- 
continued cold weather the main cause. Proper ventilation 
and uniform temperature were advocated by all. Several 
have underground inlet air-tubes as well as upward ventila- 
tors. If stone walls get damp and frosty it is an indication 
of lack of heat and 
ventilation. Good 
feed is as necessary 
as the cellar. This 
may be either sealed 
combs of choice white 
honey or thick sugar 
syrup. 

Several spoke of 
heavy losses where 
honey -dew or sor- 
ghum, from sorghum 
mills, was plenty in 
the fall. Some mem- 
bers complained of 
their bees in the 
spring being both- 
ered with diarrhea, 
often the result of 
shortage of good feed 

causing the bees to 
consume an unusual 
amount of bee-bread. 

In making sugar 
syrup, all use the best 
white sugar, about 2 
pounds toone of water, and if not stirred much in making 
itis not liable to granulate. 

The secretary then read a second paper by Mr. Clute, 
on ‘ Bee-Keeping in Clark County.”’ 

a The convention then adjourned to 1:30 p.m., when Pres. 
Wilcox called the meeting to order, and George W. York 
gave each one present a copy of the song written by Dr. 
Miller and Mr. Secor, entitled, ‘The Hum of the Bees in 
the Apple-Tree Bloom.’ After Mr. York sang the first 
“ase all joined, and a choir of 35 bee-keepers’ voices was 
neard, 

The secretary then read an essay on bee-keeping, by 
rs. Jennie Towle, of Clark Co. This was followed by Miss 
Ada Pickard, of Richland Co., who was listened to with 
great interest. 

“Dots by the Wayside,”’ a paper by Jacob Huffman, 
“many valuable suggestions. A lengthy discussion fol- 
+ Jl pasturage for bees, advising the sowing of more 
alsike clover, and also sweet clover, as the latter might bet- 
© srowing where worthless weeds are found. Extracted 
psi lover honey being of a white-greenish shade, and 
end aoe itfinds ready sale. Some had trouble to get 
eee yg: — to grow, but if fresh-gathered seed was 
peoeeaiie act all, in gravelly or clay soil, a good catch was 
to Eline? secured. Mr. York spoke of its great importance 
18 bee-keepers, 

Mr. E. D. Och 
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Box for Wi Hsner then read a paper on ‘‘ The Section- 
shoe] ‘sconsin Bee-Keepers,’’ advocating the standard 
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ee Messrs. Hatch and York, in the discussion, spoke 

honey, Tee ee more for their tall, fence-separatored 

dard 41/ <...: J0rity present favored the use of the stan- 
The A tion until their markets demanded a change. 

€ State foul brood inspector then read his annual re- 
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Bee-Supply Factory of G. B. Lewis Co., Watertown, Wis. 


port to the Governor, and in the remarks following, askt 
the association to use its influence to have the present law 
revised—put back as the legislature past it in 1897, adding 
a section to appraise and pay for property where necessary 
to burn. A motion was carried empowering the officers to 
draft such a bill, and take such steps as may be necessary 
to secure its passage. 

A question was askt by Mrs. Towle as to whether the 
State association protected its members the same as the 
National. After remarks in reply to the above by Pres. 
Wilcox, Messrs. York, France, and others, Mr. York in- 
formed the association of an offer, that if all the paid-up 
members of this association would join the National Bee- 
Keepers’ Association in a body, there was a section in the 
constitution allowing such to join at 50 cents each. This 
led to a recess, anda lively paying of such dues. Wiscon- 
sin has been in the lead in many industries, and at the close 
of the paying of dues for the National Association, a feel- 
ing of National strength and patriotism was shown in every 
face. 


Geo. McCartney was present with his valuable combined 
foundation fastener and section press. 


The evening session was called to order by Pres. Wilcox. 
The entire meeting was devoted to questions and answers, 
this being the place where some questions of great value to 
the one asking—in many instances of as much value as the 
cost of attending the gathering. 

THE QUESTION-BOX 
AND ANSWERS. 


QuEs. — How to 
prepare new graded 
ground foran apiary. 
Ans.—Seed to white 
clover. 

QvEs. — How to 
manage a 10-frame 
hive for comb honey 
—which is the best 
hive and frame? 
Ans.—The majority 
favored the 8-frame 
Langstroth hive for 
comb honey, and the 
10-frame for extract- 
ing. 

OQvurEs.— How far 
do bees fly and gather 
honey profitably ? 
Ans. —In general, 1 
to 3 miles, but in- 
stances were spoken 
of by W. Z. Hutchin- 
son, where feed being 
scarce, they were known to work freely six to seven miles. 

OvrEs.—When to sow alsike clover seed. ANs.—In the 
spring in soil well prepared, and if not allowed to be smoth- 
ered by other crops, it will bloom well the second season. 

QuxEs.—Can ladies keep bees with profit? ANns.—Yes, 
if proper attention and study are given to it. 

QuEs.—How to get strong colonies by the harvest time. 
Ans.—By good protection and feeding. 

QuEs.—How to keep the top of the hives warm on cold 
nights and days in the spring. ANns.—Put burlap or other 
cloth covering under the cover, and then tight-fitting cover. 
At certain times protect the whole hive. 


QuEs.—When and how to ripen extracted honey. ANS 
—All advised keeping it on the hives until ripened by the 





bees. A majority of the members use queen-excluding 
honey-boards. 
Quxs.—Is a bee-keeper responsible for damages done 
by his bees? ANs.—Yes; but if bees are near neighbors 
or a street, and sting people or stock, they should be moved, 
orahigh fence or hedge erected to force the bees high 
above such street ; and where bees are kept near neighbors 
so as to bother them,and stain their clothes on the wash-line, 
keep good neighbors by an occasional gift of honey from 
these bees. The bee-keeper also should belong to the Na- 
tional Bee-Keepers’ Association—a cheap and valuable in- 
surance in times when envious neighbors complain. 
QvuEs.—Do old extracting-combs color the honey ? ANs. 
—No, not even combs that have been in use 20 years. 
QuEs.—Do hives need ventilation in hot weather ? ANs. 
—Yes, by entrances left open the full length, and the cover 
| raised a little at one end. 
QvurEs.—Do bees do as wellin the shade asin the sun- 
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shine? ANns.—The majority present prefer a light shade 
in the middle of the day. 

QurES.—Will bees work in very hot weather? ANSs. 
Yes, if the flowers are secreting honey. 

QuxEs.—How many sheets of comb foundation to give to 
a colony at once. ANS.—Two are enough. 

QOuxks.—If a colony produces 50 pounds of comb honey 
per year, how much extracted should be secured from 
another of the same strength? AwNs.—75 to 85 pounds. 

Too many use an extractor who do not leave honey 
enough for the bees to winter on. 


= SECOND DAY—MornInG SESSION. 


The election of officers resulted as follows: President, 


’ N. E. France; vice-president, Jacob Huffman ; secretary, 


Miss Ada Pickard, Richland Center ; treasurer, H. Lathrop. 


A committee to revise the Wisconsin State fair premium 
list was appointed as follows: N. E. France, F. Wilcox, and 
EK. D. Ochsner. 

The judge of the apiarian department of the State fair 
was named—N. E. France. 

On motion, W. Z. Hutchinson was made an honorary 
member of the association. 

An essay, entitled, ‘‘Honey—From the Hive to the 
Table,’’ by George W. York, was valuable and instructive. 
It was followed by a long discussion on packages for ex- 
tracted honey. As many Wisconsin extracted-honey pro- 
ducers have markets that use large quantities of honey, 
they use barrels; but the soakage and other troubles com- 
mon to barrels found the 60-pound cans equally good. 

A. G. Wilson then reada paperon ‘‘ Barrels for Honey,”’ 
and F. L.. Murray read one on local associations. 


The question-box being full, it was again opened with 
interest until noon. 

At the afternoon session A. D. Barnes, of Waupaca 
Co., having a large nursery and small fruit farm, offered, 
free of charge for a term of years, a site foran apiary on 
his farm, so that his fruit would have the assistance of the 
bees in fertilizing the bloom. 

Aug. Weiss hada large display of hives, smokers, and 
comb foundation on exhibition. ‘There was also a fine dis- 
play of the following bakings sweetened with honey, pre- 
sented by the American Biscuit Company: Honey-jumbles, 
iced honey-jumbles, iced honey-cocoa jumbles, honey-fin- 
gers, iced honey-fingers, honey-cocoa fingers iced, honey- 
gems, iced honey-gems, iced honey-cocoa gems. 

‘** Resolved, That contraction is better than expansion 
for spring management of bees,’’ was discust, H. Lathrop 
taking the affirmative, and Jacob Huffman the negative. 
Both debaters being old, experienced bee-keepers, and the 
large room full of practical bee-keepers to act as judges, all 
were well pleased with the debate. At the close the secre- 
tary presented the debaters with the above choice bakings, 
which they divided with the members. 

Several cities offered special invitations forthe next 
meeting of the association. On motion, the executive com- 
mittee were authédrized to say when and where the next 
meeting shall be held. 

The convention then adjourned, sive die. 

N. E. FRANCE, Sec. 

[The various papers referred to in the above report 
will appear later.—EDITOR. ] 
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Celluloid Bee-Button.—We have had made to order a 
very neat %-inch celluloid button to pinon the coat-lapel. 
Upon it is the picture of a golden queen-bee, and around 
the edge these words: ‘‘ Our toil doth sweeten others.’’ It 
will especially please the boys and girls, and is a neat thing 
for members of bee-conventions to wear. It is a nice badge 
or emblem of the sweet industry in which bee-keepers are 
engaged. Prices, postpaid: One button, 8 cents; two or 
more, 5 cents each. 








The American Fruit and Vegetable Journal is} just 
what its name indicates. Tells all about growing fruits 
and vegetables. Itis a fine monthly, at 50 cents a year. 
We can mail you a free sample copy of it, if you ask for it. 
We club it with the American Bee Journal—both papers one 
year for $1.10. 


























CONDUCTED BY 


DR. OC. CO. MILLER, Marengo, I11, 


(The agg may be mailed to the Bee Journal office, or to Dr. Mitler 
irect, when he will answer them here. Please do not ask the 
Doctor to send answers by mail.—Ep1Tor.]| 








Bees that Swarm the Least, Etc. 


1. Which race of bees are supposed or known to swarm 
the least ? 

2. What method is generally used by learned bee-keep- 
ers to prevent swarming ? 

3. Are there any better bees than the Italians for the 
production of comb honey ? 

4. Are the Adel bees superior to any others ? 

SUBSCRIBER. 

ANSWERS.—1. .There probably is not a very great differ. 
ence, only Carniolans are supposed to swarm more than 
others. But it sometimes happens that a particular strain 
swarms less than others of the same race. ‘The Dadants 
have bees so good in that respect that not more than three 
to five colonies in a hundred swarm, but they attribute it to 
their large hives. It is claimed that the Adels are little 
given to swarming. 

2. The answer to that question is what they are all 
after, but a satisfactory one has not been given. Large 
hives, abundant ventilation, shade, etc., are among the 
things that help. The matter is easier when working for 
extracted honey, and some report entire success by putting 
all the brood in an upper story over an excluder at the be- 
ginning of the honey harvest, leaving the queen below with 
foundation or empty combs. 

3. Very doubtful. 

4. They are undoubtedly superior to some others, but 
are not generally supposed to be superior to all others. 


a ne 


Sweet Clover. 

1. Would it pay me to sow sweet clover seed by the side 
of the road, where there is a dried-up spring? The ground 
is never dry here, and is about 10 rods from my bees. The 
ground is used for nothing, and is a heavy sod. 

2. Will sweet clover grow if sown on the sod? 

MICHIGAN. 

ANSWERS.—1. It will probably pay big, as the expense 
for seed is trifling, and the land is of no value otherwise. 

2. Yes, if you simply scatter the seed on the ground you 
will find a good many of them grow, and the second year 
the seed will fall and seed more. It will be well for you to 
sow two years in succession, for sweet clover is a bienmial, 
and if you sow only one year you will have pasturage tor 
your bees only alternate years for the first few years. The 
seed will catch much better if the ground after sowing 
trodden down by cattle or horses, especially when it is ¢@ 
little wet. Perhaps there is enough travel along the sides 
of the road to tread in the seed. 

=< e-»_______-—- 


Lack of Pollen May be the Cause of No Brood. 





I had a weak colony of bees that had been queemiess 
quite awhile, and I bought a queen forthem. My bees at 
all hybrids, and the queen I bought was an Italian, an¢ 
seemed to be a hustler last fall. It was a small colony an 
had few bees. I fed them granulated sugar syrup * 
winter stores, and they had their combs full of stores, am" 
had the combs the bees covered, full of brood. I think © 
took nearly all the pollen they got to feed the young Dee 
They reared young bees all the while I was feeding, 1 ae 
forepart of November. They came thru very nicely 
winter, stronger than any of the rest of my bees, accor’ 
to their size in the fall. When I lookt at them one wat 
day last week there was no sign of brood or eggs, Du" ime 
queen was alive and all right apparently. Now what Iwan 
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+o ask, Is the cause of no brood the lack of pollen? If so, 
«hat is your opinion in regard to a substitute, that is, what 
‘s best touse ? My other 10 colonies came thru in fair con- 
dition, with plenty of honey. MICHIGAN. 


ANnswER.—The absence of pollen is sufficient to account 
for the absence of brood. Very likely by this time the bees 
nave gathered enough pollen to start brood-rearing. If not, 
you may be able to give frames of pollen from other hives ; 
or. give them a feed of oats and corn ground together. 
Put it in a shallow box, say 6inches deep. Put a stone 
under one end of the box so as to tip it up facing the sun; 
when the bees have dug it down level, turn the box end for 
end. When the fine portion is all taken out by the bees, the 
rest can be fed to four-legged stock. If more convenient, 
ground corn, bran, or Graham flour may be used. Set the 
box in the open airin a sunny place. A few dropsof honey 
may be used to start the bees to work. If they get natural 
polien, you can’t get them to take the substitute. 


—— 


Queens with Clipt Wings—Swarming. 





I clipt my queens’ wings early last spring, so as to be 
sure to get the first swarms. AsIam not always at home 
[thought this to be a sure plan. I have since been told that 
queens did not do so well with clipt wings. What do you think 
about it ? PHOTOGRAPHER. 


ANSWER.—So long as a queen stays in a hive, it doesn’t 
make a particle of difference whether she is clipt or not. 
The difference comes when she attempts to go with a 
swarm. But clipping a queen is far from making sure that 
bees will not leave if they have no attention. If the queen 
is clipt the swarm will return, but in 8or10 days a young 
jueen willcome out with the swarm, and will be more likely 
to take French leave than an o/d queen with wings. 


ee 


Those Divisible Brood-Chamber Box-Hives. 


I was very much interested in Mr. Davenport’s article 
m page 179, as I have just made 9 hives for an experiment 
that almost coincide with his. My top-bars are 1 inches 
wide. They make lath here 1% inches, and that would leave 
a bee-space and give 1% inches between centers, if I figure 
correctly. I had intended to put in inch starters, but I don’t 
see why full width could not be used with little danger, the 
same asin frames not wired. Do you think drone-comb 
would be apt to be a factor if starters were used? I was 
much pleased to note that the bees did not fasten the combs 
to the box below when the hives were tiered, for that was 
what seemed natural to me to expect. PENN. 


_ ANSWER.—Mr. Davenport no doubt gets lath the same 
width as you, but of course planes them down to the right 
width. 

It is quite possible that foundation full depth might be 
used, especially if the foundation is heavy or of such char- 
acter as to stretch little. Drone-comb will undoubtedly be 
atactor if starters only are used. Yet you can accomiplish 
agood deal by management. A swarm newly hived builds 
mostly worker-comb for the first 10 days or more. Give one 

f these shallow stories to a swarm, and it would be nearly 
T quite filled with comb before drone-comb would be com- 
ae ae Then a second story could be given with combs 
Tully built. 

— 9-0 


Renewing Brood-Combs, Cleaning Supers, Etc. 


,_ |. How often do you change the frames in the brood- 
chamber, or do the bees, while strong, keep it clean? We 
havea few bees,and I can not find anything about this ques- 
ion in My paper or books. 

in Please tell a good way to clean bee-glue from supers. 
_ a! using salsoda and.hot water. With a knife I scrape 
: em all clean. I am cleaning 6 old hives and 9 supers. 

“axes time, but they look nice afterward. OREGON. 


nay 


= — ERS.—1. In this country bee-keepers do not renew 
ree 3p ombs, no matter how old. Some of mine are 30 
“2G and older, and for aught I know are good for an- 
| 90 years. The bees do all that is necessary toward 
<eeping them clean. 
enn For cleaning bee-glue from anything of tin, such as 
ins, probably nothing is better than to put them in a hot 
1 of concentrated lye. I have tried the same thing 


On Woo t it ic . : 
d, but it is not so satisfactory. I simply use a com- 


Solutior 





‘mon hatchet, scraping back and forth with a sidewise mo- 


tion. No washing of any kind is needed. You will proba- 
bly find that you can scrape a super in much less time with 
a hatchet than with a knife. 
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A Queen Question. 





A queen was killed and brought out of the hive March 
25 by the bees. The hive was examined the 26th and I 
found two queen-cells about half finisht, with larve about 
3 or4days old. There is brood in all stages in the hive 
from 2 to 3 days old to hatching out. What I want to know 
is, will this colony come out all right this time of the year 
with the young queen it is rearing, or should the colony 
have an old queen? There are no eggs in the hive. 

‘TENNESSEE. 

ANSWER.—The main question is whether the young 
queen will be fertilized. As far south as Tennessee the 
chances ought to be fair, especially if the season be early. 
As a matter of precaution it may be well to give the colony 
young brood 2 or 3 weeks after the date of the death of the 
queen. 





Basswood—Introducing New Blood—Anti-Swarming 
Management, 


1. Ihave in my pasture about 20 acres of brushland un- 
fit for cultivation, which I want to clear and leave the bass- 
wood for the bees. The trees stand in bunches from 5 to 15 
in a bunch, and are about 30 feet high. How many would 
you leave ina bunch? Lintend to leave nothing but the 
basswood. 

2. How often would you advise introducing new blood 
in an apiary when your neighbor bee-keepers neglect 
the same ? 

3. Would there be any swarming from an 8-frame, 2- 
story hive run for extracted honey with a queen-excluder 
and 3 stories added at the beginning of the honey-flow, and 
a fourth story added if needed ? 

Iam thinking of starting an out-yard and running it in 
that way, and can be there but once a week. WIs. 


ANSWERS.—1. It depends on how far apart the trees are. 
Probably 30 feet apart will be a good distance for trees of 
that height. 

2. If your neighbors have bees in all directions about 
you, there is less need to introduce fresh blood to avoid in- 
and-in breeding than if your apiary contained the only bees 
within 10 miles. But if you are trying to keep Italian blood 
in your apiary, and black bees are all about you, a fresh 
Italian queen every 2 or 3 years would be a good thing. 

3. You would probably have very little or no swarming 
if a large entrance is open to each story. You might make 
the matter still more sure by putting all the brood above 
the excluder at the beginning of the honey-flow, leaving 
the queen below. This is on the supposition that you work 
for extracted honey. 


——__——__>-2->—___——_ 


Clipping Queens and Their Swarms. 





I have 15 colonies of bees, and I wish to run for comb 
honey especially. I have 12 hives, just purchast, to receive 
the swarms the coming season. 

1. Would you advise me to clipall of my queens’ wings ? 
If so, during what part of which month? 

2. Does this clipt-wing queen then issue with the first 
swarm next season ? 

I am not physically able to climb trees, etc., after 
swarms. My hives are roomy and very well shaded, and 
bees mostly Italians. VIRGINIA. 


ANSWERS.—1. Most assuredly, I think it advisable for 
you to have all laying queens clipt. Then when a swarm 
issues, instead of having to get it off a tree, here’s what you 
have todo: Watch for, find, and cage the queen. Set the 
hive to one side and put in its place the hive for the recep- 
tion of the swarm, putting at or in the entrance of this hive 
the caged queen. When the swarm returns and is entering 
the hive, or after it has entered, let the queen run into the 
hive. Clip queens during any part of any month when it 
is warm enough for bees to fly freely. The main point with 
you is to get them clipt before swarming-time. 

2. The queens that you will clip, that is, the ones that 
are now in the hives, are the ones that will issue with 
swarms this summer. 
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NotEe—The American Bee Journal adopts the Orthography of the follow- 
ing Rule, recommended by the joint action of the American Philolog- 
ical Association and the Philological Society of England: — Change 
“d” or “ed” final to “t” when sg pronounced, except when the “‘e” af- 
fects a preceding sound. Also some other changes are used. 








What is the Character of the Cyprians ?—Editor Hill 
speaks of an attempt to revive interest in Cyprian bees, his 


advice being, ‘‘ Let Cyprians alone.’’ He says: 


‘* We are aware that the Cyprian is regarded with some 
favor by as high an authority as Frank Benton; but even 
he assents to the fact that they use their stings with great 
energy when thoroly aroused. It is our experience that 
they will do soatalltimes,and that they appear to be thoroly 
aroused whether molested or not. The Cyprian will go 
farther out of its way in search of some poor, inoffensive 
creature to sting than any bee we know of. 


‘To those who are fortunately free from Cyprian 
venom in their apiaries, we would say: Haveacare how 
you experiment with a race whose maliciousness and irrita- 
bility has called down upon it the condemnation of nearly 
every one with whom it has come in contact.”’ 


On the other hand, M. G. Dervishian gives a clean bill 
of health for their tempers, in the British Bee Journal, say- 
ing they are more gentle than Italians, he himself handling 
them without veil or smoke. Hesays Mr. Cowan is in error 
when he says some Cyprians are gentle and others very 
vicious, and accounts for it by saying that Syrians are 
vicious and vindictive, and that many Syrians were sold in 
America and England for Cyprians. ‘‘ Indeed, Syrians were 
often inadvertently kept in the same apiary along with 
Cyprians, and were often supplied instead of the latter kind 
to customers. Unfortunately the bees of these two 





races are so nearly alike that in outward appearances no 
one could possibly detect any difference between them.” 

Mr. Dervishian’s residence in the island of Cyprus gives 
him an opportunity of familiarity with the subject, but if 
he makes a business of selling Cyprian queens he may po 
be entirely disinterested. ; 





Ripening Honey,—G. R. Harrison says in the Austra. 
lian Bee-Bulletin : 


‘*Mr. Doolittle points out, and has been Pointing it out 
for long enough, and the average bee-keeper tells you he 
knows it if you mention it—that the honey in the combs jx 
as ripe the morning after it is gathered as it ever will be. 
and very often much riper.” 

-Yet on page 194 of this journal Mr. Doolittle advises, ; 
you must ripen honey out of the hive, to keep it in a tem. 
perature of 90 to 100 degrees for a month or six weeks. 
Why should this be necessary, if each morning the honey js 
as ripe as it ever will be ? Perhaps Mr. Doolittle will throy 
some light on the subject. 





A New Hive-Cover.—Not that one has been made, but 
one is askt for in the Progressive Bee-Keeper by Dr. Miller 
The “‘ Higginsville’’ is a good cover, and it was a great im- 
provement upon it to have the ridge-piece channeled, and 
the shoulders of the two side-pieces projecting up into it, 
so that water could only enter by running up hill ; but there 
is still need of a cover that can not twist so as not to fit 
down close, and to have an air-space in it so as to make it 
warmer for winter and cooler for summer. He thinks this 
might be accomplisht in this way: . 

“Take a Higginsville, perhaps a little lighter than 
usual, and have under it another surface % thick or less, 
with a % air-space between, having the grain of the under 
surface run crosswise, the cover fitting entirely flat upon 
the hive with no cleat at the end projecting downward.” 





A $1,000 Bee (Model).—Mr. Geo. H. Stipp, of Califor- 
nia, sent us some time ago a clipping from the San Fran- 
cisco Examiner, showing pictures of a mammoth honey- 
bee model that can be taken apart and put together again 
The description reads as follows: 





A great wooden model or manikin of a honey-bee, one 
million times larger than the bee itself, is one of the latest 
pieces of scientific paraphernalia which now furnishes the 
new building of the Agricultural Department of the Uni- 
versity of California. This immense construction is the 
only one of the kind in the United States, and was mate 
especially for the University, in Paris, France. Its cost 
was $1,000. 

It is four feet four inches long, the wings are two Ieet 
ten inches long, the head is twelve inches broad, the thorax 
one foot ten inches long, the abdomen is two feet five inches 
long, and one foot five inches across; the third, or longest 
hind leg, is two feet five inches long, and the tentacles art 
ten inches long. 

The dummy insect is complete in every respect; ever) 
gland, orifice or scale upon it is presented. t 







It can bet 
apart, and so breaks up into 16 pieces. The legs, the wings 
and head come off, but the most interesting part of 1! 
the internal arrangements, revealed by removing the caps 
or tops of the several departments of the bee. The top” 
the head comes off, revealing the brain and the air- 
ions surrounding it. Then the top of the thorax is rem 
and you may take out one of the strong, red, deflector - 
cles, looking like the pile of fibers which they really @ 
These are the muscles which lift the wings of the bee. 
Farther back the top of the abdomen comes o#, exp 
ing the stomach, intestines and entire digestive appat'™ 
which also comes out as a separate part. Every vei, o™ 
and sac is detailed in the woodwork, each part being pau" 
the color that it bears in nature. ar 
Prof. Woodworth, who lectures on the honey-bee, s‘#**" 
that he finds the model more useful for laboratory Wl" 
than for any service. When any point comes up about the 
anatomy of an insect, reference is had to the manikin, a 
illustration is at once made. This may occur a dozen 4™ 
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aday. The points arising may not always concern honey- 
bees, but as all insects are much alike, any point could be 
explained by referring to the bee, which is the most fully 
developt and perfect of insects. The superiority of the 
manikin over printed plates or. maps is described by Prof. 
Woodworth, who remarkt that “‘it makes the difference be- 
tween seeing a man and seeing his photograph.”’ 





The International Apicultural Congress at Paris.— 
This office is in receipt of an invitation to attend the 
Congress to be held Sept. 10, 11, 12, 1900. The membership 
M. de Heredia is president of the committee of 
organization, and M. Caillas secretary. 

The program looks strange to American eyes, being 
divided into seven sections, with a different president and 
secretary for each section, as follows: 


fee is $2.00. 


FIRST SECTION.—APICULTURE PROPER. 


Advantages of bee-culture to agriculture. 

Fecundation of flowers by the bees. 

Quest of proper means to favor the sale and disposition 
of direct and indirect products of the hive. 

Influence of soil, climate, and altitude upon the produc- 
tion of nectar. 

Means proper to fill vacancies in the supply of nectar 
in a given country. 

Culture of bees for selection and sale of swarms. 

Culture of bees for the sale of their products. 

Investigations upon swarming. 

Advantages and disadvantages of feeding bees. 

Means necessary to make the manufacture of hydromel 
a rural industry. 

Study of ferments. 


SECOND SECTION.—ANATOMY AND PHYSIOLOGY OF THE BEE. 


Secretion of wax. 


Influence of the length of bees’ tongues in gathering 
honey. 

Parthenogenesis. 

Role of drones in the hive. 


THIRD SECTION.—APICULTURAL TECHNOLOGY. 


Hive and frames from an international point of view. 


Advantages and disadvantages of the large frame—of 
the small frame. 


Comparative study of different hives. 
Which is better, the warm or cold system of frames ? 
Remarks upon wintering ; ventilation. 


FOURTH SECTION.—APICULTURAL INSTRUCTION. 
Instruction in bee-keeping by professors of agriculture 
and teachers. 
Means to be employed to popularize bee-keeping, there- 


by bettering the lot of the workman and small farmer. 
Apicultural publications. 


FIFTH SECTION.—DISEASES OF BEES; PARASITES. 


Foul brood—its ravages, diagnosis, prevention, cure. 
see-moth—prevention, destruction. 


May sickness—does it exist everywhere? diagnosis, 
causes, treatment. 


Diarrhea—prevention, cure. 
Parasites of bees—description, harm they do, means 
for their destruction. ; 
SIXTH SECTION.—APICULTURAL JURISPRUDENCE. 
Legislation regulating the location of apiaries in dif- 
ferent countries. 
Legislation regarding adulteration of honey, wax, and 
their derivatives. 
SEVENTH SECTION.—APICULTURAL STATISTICS. 

State of apiculture in different countries (hives, honey, 
ax, derived products). 
a Association of the apicultural press and members of 
~ y ence, in view of the general and rapid dissemina- 

of discoveries and documents apicultural. 





a Dr. Tiller’s Honey-Queens are offered as premiums, 

American os te for sending us new subscribers to the 

inoudar ent tt iesgs > The offer is limited to our present 

tation. hein rl — and the queens are to be mailed in ro- 

Look tp an oe about June 1st, so first come first served. 

we will ent aeip subscriber, send in his name with $1.00, and 
r your order for a Dr. Miller Honey-Queen. 
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SucckEss is the name of one of the very best monthly 
periodicals devoted to young people who desire to make an 
honored name and fame for themselves in this life. Its 
moral tone is of the highest, too. We wish it might be in 
the home of every one of our readers. Its subscription 
price is $1.00 a year (easily worth $10). We will club it with 
the American Bee Journal—both papers for one year for 
$1.75. 

se ene 


THE 1899 EpiTIon of the ‘A BCof Bee-Culture”’ is 
about exhausted, we learn, and any one expecting to order 
will do well to wait for the 1900 edition, which is under way. 
It is being thoroly revised again this year, and a great deal 
of pains will be taken with the whole book. It is likely to 
be Sept. 1st, or later, before the new book will be ready, but 
orders may be entered at any time for the new edition, to 
be sent as soon as ready. We still havea few of the 1899 
edition left, which we will use in filling orders, unless we 
are requested to hold the order until next fall for the 1900 
edition. 

seenee 


Mr. S. A. NivEr, of Tompkins Co., N. Y., recently ad- 
drest the high school at Olean, N. Y., on ‘“‘ Bees, their Cul- 
ture, Habits and Peculiarities.’’ He talkt for about 45 min- 
utes, and of course amazed his hearers with the mysteries 
of the hive. Lateron he had to repeat the talk beforea 
gathering of some 60 teachers. It wouldn’t bea bad idea 
if the National Bee-Keepers’ Association would arrange to 
have some leading bee-keeper and interesting speaker 
spend some time each year visiting the schools in cities and 
lecturing on bees and bee-keeping. It would be helpful to 
the scholars, and might help to extend the demand for 
honey. Rev. E. T. Abbott, of Missouri, would be a good 
man to start out on such a mission. Heenjoys talking, and 
we have never yet failed to see him interest his audience— 
provided he didn’t ‘‘ preach”’ too long. 


eee 


SOMNAMBULIST, the ‘‘ delightful dreamer’’ of the Pro- 
gressive Bee-Keeper, whose dreams are nowadays based 
upon the good things to be found in other bee-periodicals 
does considerable browsing in the pages of the American 
Bee Journal, introducing his ‘“‘finds’’ by words so kindly, 
and withal so brightly, spoken, that even at the risk of en- 
dangering the editor’s hatband, they must find a place here, 
and are as follows: 


‘* Another bee-keeping sheet bearing upon its title-page 
the sweepingly comprehensive inscription, American Bee 
Journal, may be confidently expected to call once a week, 
and because of this, along with many other reasons, it has 
honestly earned the now quite familiar cognomen, the ‘Old 
Reliable.’ 

‘“*T sometimes wonder if in these days of wagging of 
tongues on the subjects of imperialism and expansion, just 
according to which of the two great political parties the 
speaker belongs, ye editor's heart swells with befitting 
pride as he finds his rightful territory extending into what 
was formerly foreign islands of the sea. How’s this, Bro. 
Y.? Loose apparel getting tight-fitting ? Hatband still 
sound? At any rate I am convinced, inasmuch as the spirit 
of reaching out has so far developt as to become dominant, 
Editor York will not be left out in the cold, but will be 
found right in the crowd, reaching out for all he can catch, 
with which to.serve the readers of the American Bee Jour- 
nal. I came near putting it A. B. J., but didn’t we catch it 
for thus abbreviating only a short time ago? Presume he 
did not want his paper called a bee-jay, as that kind of.a 
bird is one of the worst known enemies to bees. They will 
dart down and pick a bee from the alighting-board as deftly 
and surely asa sharp-shooter does his man. Can one con- 
demn them? They know a toothsome or sweet morsel on 
sight, and are governed by the laws of self-preservation, 
just as ye editor knows relishable and appreciable articles, 
and hustles around to secure them with which to maintain 
life in his journal.”’ 
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Age at Fecundation.—In Bienen-Vater are given dates 
for 30 queens. One was fertilized at 4 days after leaving 
the cell ; 2at 4% days; 4at5; 10 at6; 8at7; 3 at 8; and 
2 at 9. 

Parsley Angers Bees is the report in L’Apiculteur. 
When any of the family pluckt parsley for culinary pur- 
poses, very often a bee or two resented it, and when a bed 
had gone to seed and was pulled up, the bees became s@ 
furious that there was fear of trouble with the neighbors. 


Honey and Horehound Cough-Drops.—Put a handful 
of horehound into a saucepan, cover it with water, and boil 
until the liquor is strong. Then strain and add honey to it, 
boil until the water has evaporated, test it like other sweets, 
and when sufficiently boiled pour into shallow pans to cool. 
Then cut up into pieces.—British Bee Journal. 


To Kill Worms in Combs, the following is given in 
the American Bee-Keeper : 

‘*Place an empty brood-chamber on top of a stack ‘of 
combs, and therein a dish with a little bisulphide of carbon, 
then cover up tight; the liquid will transform into gas and 
kill everything living within the stack of hives.”’ 

To Get Much Honey and No Increase, the following 
is recommended in Maehrische Biene: Give combs of ripe 
brood to the strongest colony or colonies; when the young 
bees hatch, take away all brood, leaving the colony in the 
condition of aswarm. The brood removed will in turn 
strengthen other colonies, and the process be continued. 


Uniting a Swarm with a Nucleus.—Speaking of the 
difference of opinion between Mr. Doolittle and Dr. Miller 
about uniting a swarm with a nucleus, Editor Pender, of 
the Australian Bee-Bulletin, agrees with Mr. Doolittle, and 
indeed goes still farther by saying: ‘‘In all cases where I 
have tried uniting a swarm with anything but a swarm it 
has been a failure.”’ 


Traveling Bees Need a Queen or Brood, according to 
Editor Pender. He says: 

‘* When shipt without a queen, unless the distance is 
short, say under 48 hours, we always send some brood with 
them. Bees do not travel well any distance unless they 
have a queen or “some unsealed brood, and we would not 
care to risk it over 48 hours.”’ 


Honey-Soap.—Take one pound of best soap, cut it up 
into thin slices, and put it into a double saucepan and melt. 
Add two ounces of honey and two ounces of palm-oil, stir it 
well and boil ten minutes. Then pour into molds. A few 
drops of oil of cinnamon or oil of cloves may be added to 
perfume it. A good soap can be made by omitting the oil 
and using more honey.—British Bee Journal. 


Effect of Locality on Bee-Moths.—Coloradoans claim 
they have no bee-moths. Mentioning this, Editor Hill, of 
the American Bee-Keeper, says: 

‘By way of contrast, we might say in this connection 
that in South Florida combs that are left in the extracting- 
room over night are very apt to show webs in the morning, 
and if left would be completely ruined within a week.” 


Prevention of Swarming. the 
Bee-Keepers’ Review that he thinks more cutatiet honey 
as well as more comb, can be got in the white honey har- 
vest if the queen be confined to one story, but it is likely to 
induce swarming. If the queen be allowed the free range 
of three or four stories, the brood will be scattered, making 
more frames to be handled to extract a given amount of 





Thoro Ripening of Honey.—Those Britishers know a 
thing or two about getting honey in shape to take prizes, 
Says a writer in the Bee-Keepers’ Record: 

** You extract your honey, you strain it. You fill a bot- 
tle and are delighted with its color. You taste it; it js 
delicious! If you are inexperienced, you think you haye 
nothing else todo but send it to the show and secure a 
prize. But no, honey for prize-winning is not so easily 
produced, or prepared for the show-bench in sucha rough- 
and-ready manner. No matter how well ‘capt-over’ the 
combs may be, there are a few necessary tedious operations 
to perform before we may say our honey is ‘in condition.’ 
Even if, as I said, your honey is thoroly sealed, a few days 
standing i in a warm place— by the kitchen grate for jn- 
stance—in the ‘ripener’ hasa wonderful effect, enhancing 
notonly its flavor, but principally its consistency. And 
where partly unsealed combs have been extracted, it js 
doubly important that this ripening process have due atten- 
tion. In such cases a week at least ought to be given to 
ripening.”’’ 


Length of Tongue of Apis Dorsata.—Editor Root, of 
Gleanings in Bee-Culture, sent seven specimens of Apis 
dorsata to Prof. B. F. Koons to have their tongues meas- 
ured. The length of tongue, given in thousandths of an 
inch, varied from .170 to .240, the average being .195. He 
then measured the tongues of 12 Italian bees, which varied 
from .199 to .232, the average being .220. Just as that 
reads, it doesn’t say much for dorsata. Its opponents, 
however, can take a little comfort from these measurements 
when it is known that the dorsata were specimens in alco- 
hol, and the Italians were fresh. Prof. Koons says he does 
not consider the measurements reliable, as alcohol is a 
drier, and might materially affect the length. Indeed, the 
testimony is on the side of the big bees, for one of them 
showed a longer tongue, even after being in alcohol, than 
any tongue of the Italians, and it is quite possible all were 
much longer before being put in alcohol. 


White Cappings for Best Price.—G. M. Doolittle says 
in the Progressive Bee-Keeper : 

‘‘What I believe is, that after the sections are fille 
with a nice white comb of honey, the sections are rarel) 
lookt at, either by the producer or the consumer, but it is 
the beautiful comb honey that is lookt at ever afterward, 
and it is for this reason that Doolittle has been advocating 
taking off the honey while the combs are snow white, all 
these years, rather than ‘“‘ white sections’’ as Mr. Aikin 
imputes tome. I don’t guess at the matter; I énow that 
snow-white combs will sell both in the New York and Bos- 
ton market at from 2 to3 cents per pound above those left 
on the hives until they are colored, each having the same 
quality of honey, and an experience as to the selling price 
of the two during the past 15 years, is the reason of that 
‘know.’ ”’ 


Do Bees [ade Queenless Prefer Too-Old Larvz for 
Queen-Rearing? is a question taking up some space in the 
Bee-Keepers’ Review. Hon. R. Ll. Taylor thinks the er 
periment made by Dr. Miller is not satisfactory, altho a¢- 
mitting the claim of the latter that, ‘‘ there is no positive 
proof that during the first five days any larva more than 
three days old was chosen, and there is positive proof that 
17 larve under three days ‘old were chosen.’’ If this were 
the only experiment that could be made, it might be wort 
while to keep up the discussion, but would it not be the part t 
of wisdom to let it go and institute fresh experiments that 
would be satisfactory to both? The question is one 
some importance, and ought to be settled. 


Each Should Improve His Stock.—Here are some 
words of wisdom from W.H. Pridgen in the American Bee 
Keeper, that will bear a second reading: 

‘‘Permanent improvements come slowly, being thet 
sults of persistent efforts and the ability to make wise selee 
tions, which each bee-keeper should be able to do, as we 
as being sufficiently skilled in queen-rearing to ’ rpetuate 
the desirable qualities of faithful old mothers ready to p@* 
off the stage of action.’ 


‘« Shall We Adopt the Tall Sections ?”’ is askt by/ 
H. Martin in the Bee-Keepers’ Review, and in answer 





honey, and in the fall there is trouble reducing all to one 
story; but there is the saving clause that he has never had 
a colony try to swarm when the queen had the free range of 
three or four stories. He thinks, however, that this may 
be partly attributable to the fact that this locality is slightly 


the question he thinks it not well to be to too much expe? ise 
in changing. He makes one point that is worth con 
ing. Accounts are given that tall sections bring be ai 
prices by comparison with square ones. Now supposé tes 
change to tall. Will the price of honey then be any great 





overstockt, 


than if all had remained square ? 
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Roots GOlUWMN 


What They Say. 
WHO ? 


Some of the largest producers of ex- 
tracted honey in the United States. 








From the Bee-Keepers’ Review, January, 1900, 
‘The extractor we use is the Cowan 
reversible.’’ 
Miss Ada L. Pickard, Richland Centre, Wis. 
Miss Pickard produced 16,000 pounds 
n 1898, so she should be a good judge. 


From the March Bee-Keepers’ Review. 
“T expect to purchase another ma- 
hine; for I want the extractor always 
at hand ready for use. Speaking of 
extractors, I would not trade my two- 
frame Cowan machine, as made by the 
A. I. Root Co., for any four-frame ma- 
chine lever saw. They work so easily, 
and I think one person can extract 
with them as rapidly as another can 

uncap the combs.’’ 
Harry Lathrop, Browntown, Wis. 


If Mr. Lathrop had tried one of our 
1900 pattern, four or six frame 


BALL BEARING 


machines he, perhaps, would think dif- 
ferently. However, we recommend the 
two-frame Cowan Extractor unless one 
has a very large amount to extract. 
In that case do not fail to investigate 
ur larger sizes 


Another Seuniass found on the large 
sizes is the 


BAND BRAKE. 


These machines are built for two, 
four, or six frames of any size, and 
the regular sizes may be had of the 
following dealers: 
MR Jenkins, Wetumpka, Elmore Co., Ala. 
R. Madary, Fresno, Calif. 
1e U nion Hive & Box Co., Los Angeles, Calif. 
Che L es Watkins Mdse. Co., Denver,Colo. 
Geo. W. York & Co., 118 Mich. St., Chicago, I11. 
alter S. Pouder, 512 Mass. Ave., ‘Indianapolis, 
indiana, 
a sewander, Des Moines, lowa. 
\arl fr. Buck, Augusta, Butler Co., Kan. 
Raw igs Im plement Co., Baltimore, Md. 
1. H. Hun t & Son, Bell Branch, Wayne Co., 
Wich in. 
Geo, E Hil ton, Fremont, Newaygo Co., Mich. 


—s ma Son, High Hill, Montgomery Co., 
H.W.Webe 





r, 2146 Central Ave., Cincinnati, O. 
Mamberson, 180 Front St., Portiand, Oreg. 
H. Ba k & Son, 235 W. 3rd North Street, Salt 
mn, “ake City, Utah. 

Ane A.| Root Co., 1024 Miss St., 


" AT wD 
: - Root Co., 


St. Paul, Minn. 
Mechanic Falls, Maine. 

ot Co., 10 Vine St., Philadelphia,Pa. 

. 1. Root Co, Syracuse, N. Y., or 

iI \. 1. Roor Co., Meprna, OHIO. 


CA. l 





-xtractors are also kept by many 
alers in bee-keepers’ supplies. 
Want to be sure of getting our 
r, be sure to say ‘‘Root’s Cowan 
le Extractor’ if you order of 
} Other dealer than those named 


Ihe A. 1. Root Co., 


MEDINA, OHIO. 


Xtract 


rei} 
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Never Wintered Better. 


Last year winter kept up till June 6, 
in fact we had no spring weather at all, 
but we now have had four weeks of 
continuous fine weather, and some of 
our people are beginning to get 
alarmed for fear we may have a drouth; 
but we can stand it several weeks 
longer, and then we can fall back on 
irrigation; but the spring rains are 
very necessary in some parts of the 
State. The bees never wintered better 
than this year, but the poisonous 
smelter-smoke has killed them in some 
parts of Salt Lake County by the 
wholesale. It is a very serious matter, 
and to fight it would be like running 
up against a stone wall, because we 
would have to fight millionaires. 

E. S. Lovgsy. 

Salt Lake Co., Utah, March 29. 





Bees Wintering Well. 


I have 40 colonies of bees in my 
house-cellar, all doing well. I ama 
farmer, and if i live until next harvest, 
and do not forget, I will send Mr. Da- 
dant some wheat and cheat, or chess, 
as we call it here, to show that cheat 
grows from wheat, both on the same 
root. L,. STAHOSKI. 

Trempealeau Co., Wis., March 20. 





The New Bee-Disease. 


I would like to relate some of my ex- 
perience and cure for the above 
trouble, for the past 15 years. 


Some 12 yearsagoI was much an- 
noyed with old bees’ coming out in mid- 
summer and crawling and hopping 
about, shiny and unable to fly; also 
some dead brood much like we had last 
summer. I fed some beta napthol, and 
for many years we never had a single 
colony affected. 

I often thought the bees lookt much 
healthier for 2 years after. However, 
last yearit was 10 times worse than ever. 
(We had no old shiny bees dying off, 
remember, and no dead brood on my 
first round when clipping queens.) But 
after the first hatch of brood it seemed 
to appear almost at once in perhaps 50 
hives, some with only 5 or6 dead larve. 
Starving is no good with me. I tried 
it twice on one colony and failed. I 
never put in such a summer in my 20 
years with bees fora business—culling 
out brood with a pen-knife and melting 
combs. There is positively no smell or 
ropiness. 

This letter is written for Mr. P. W. 
Stahlman, of New York State, out of 
sympathy, and I am satisfied it can be 
cured for one cent per hive or colony. 
Of course, I will have to fall out with 
all who believe in no drugs. However, 
no man living dare stand up and say 
drugs have no effect. It is the careful, 
jealous hand they are given with that 
is half the battle. I fed beta napthol 
last fall with winter stores so that it 
would be stored in every cell in the 
brood-chamber, after all brood was 
hatcht out, and if it does not lose its 








Sharples Cream Separators: Profitable Dairying 





SUFFERERS 
From LUNG © KIDNEY 


troubles can obtain valuable advice, FREE, by 
addressing R. PEIRO, 
34 Central Music Hall, CHICAGO, 
4&2” W rite at once, stating age, sex, occupation, 


how troubled, post-office address, and enclose 
return stamp for immediate reply. 





Please mention Bee Journal when writing, 


INCUBATOR FREE 


on trial. The New C.Von 
Culin is most perfect in ven- 
tilation, moisture and heat, 


HATCHES EVERY HATCHABLE 
EGG. Money made and saved. 
Catalog FREE. Poultryman's 
Plans, 10c. Address: 


The W. T. Faiconer 
Nifg. Co., 
Ave.98, STAMESTOWN, N.Y. 











1Al17t Please mention the Bee Journal. 
b] 
Wholesale 
and Retail 


FOUNDATION 


This foundation is made by an absolutely 
non-dipping process, thereby producing a per- 
fectly clear and pliable foundation that retains 
the odor and color of beeswax, and is free from 
dirt. 

Working wax into foundation for cash, a 
specialty. Write for samples and prices. 

A full line of Supplies at the very lowest 
prices, and in any quantity. Best quality and 
prompt shipment. S nd for large, illustrated 
catalog. 


GUS. DITTMER, Augusta, Wis. 


Beeswax Wanted. 


THE WHEEL OF TIME 


tor ali time is the 


Metal Wheel, 


We make them in all sizes and vari- 
eties, 10 FITANY AXLE. Any 
\ height, any width of tire desired. 
‘Our wheels are either Girect or 
y stagger spoke, Can FIT YOUR 
WAGON perfectly without i 
NO BREAKING DOWN, 
No drying out, No resetting tires. Cheap 
because they endure. Send for cata 
logue and prices, Free upon request, 


Electric Wheel Co. 
Box 16 Quincy, His. 
new stock. 


Italian Queens ! 


WILLIAM DELINE, 
WYMORE, NEBRASKA. 




















Finely markt, 
freshly 


from 
imported 
By mail, 
Address 








all orders to 
14A2t 








KET LA 


Field and Hog Fence with or without bottom cable 
barbed. M. M. 8S. Poultry Fencing. Lawn and 
Farm Steel Gates and Posts. 


UNION FENCE CO, DeKalb, Ell. 


3A13t 





Viease mention the Bee Journal. 

; ; If you care to know of its 
California ! Fruits, Flowers, Climate 
or Resources, send forasample copy of Cali- 
fornia’s Favorite Paper— 


The Pacific Rural Press, 


The leading Horticultural and Agricultural 
paper of the Pacific Coast. Publisht weekly, 
handsomely illustrated, $2.00 perannum. Sam- 
ple copy free 

PACIFIC RURAL PRESS, 


330 Market Street, - Sawn FRANcISCcO, CAL, 





Please mention Bee Journal when writing, 
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HE RUMELY, 


Mics 


alt, Aw 
Y 


Should you be seeking the best thing in trac- 
tion, portabie and semi-portable engines, we 
have what you want They are ideal for 
threshing, drilling wells, cutting and gr nd- 
ing teed, running saw mills, pumping water 
—anything requiring power. We have them 


From 8 to 20 H. P. 

They al! excel as quick, ensy steamers, re- 
quire little fuel, remarkable strength, 
simplicity and durability. All boilers made 
of 60,000 lbs tensile strength steel plate Fire 
boxes surrounded with water. Make also 
Threshers, Horse Powers and Saw Mills. 
All fully described in our illustrated catalogue. 
Ask forit. Mailed free. 


M. RUMELY Co., ' A PORTE, IND. 


Please mention Bee Journal when q@riting. 


Bee-Supplies! 4 





: Weare distributors for ROOT’S GOODS 
* AT THEIR PRICES for southern Ohio, 
: Indiana, Illinois, West Virginia, Ken- 


tucky, and the South. 


MUTH’S SQUARE GLASS HONEY-JARS 
LANGSTROTH BEE-HIVES, ETC. 


Lowest Freight Rates in the cour‘ry. 
Send for Catalog. 
Cc. H. Ww. WEBER, 
Successor to C. F. Mutu & Son, 
2146-48 Central Ave., CINCINNATI, O. 


Oi @ + Ot oO + Dt 





with our new pate: 


: KEROSENE SPRAYERS 


issimple indeed. Kerosene Emul- 
sion made while pumping. 12 var- 
feties sprayers. Bordeaux and Vere 
more! Nozzles, the World’s Best. | 
THE DEMING CO. Salem,0. /)§ 
Western Agents, Henion& Hub- ¥ 
Dell, Chicago. Catalog, iorwulas free ™ 


o. ge CaTaLoo 
BEE-SUPPLIES iiss 
the BEST. Prices 


are right. We can 
save you some on freight. Enquire of us. 
7Dtf JOHN NEBEL & SON, High Hill, Mo. 
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“OLD GRIMES IS DEAD,” 


but if he used Page Fence, it is standing yet. 
PAGE WOVEN WIRE FENCE €O., ADRIAN, MICH, 
Please mention Bee Journal when writing. 





BUSINESS REPORTS.—Plans and projects for 
making money with little or no means, 25c 
per mo., or part of the sheets, 10c in stamps. 
Dept. 11 B. INDEX BUREAU OF REPORTS, P.O. 
Box 2464, San Francisco, Calif. 15Alt 


Please mention Bee Journal when writing. 


FINCUBATOR 


SATISFACTION, 

That is what we sell. We 
don’t want your money if we 
can’t satisfy you with the new 


INCUBATOR. 
| The None Better is the simplest, most eco- 
Perfect! % nomical, the most durable and the lowest priced 
y incubator made. Only best material used. Don’t 
buy until you have examined our catalogue Sent for 2c. pe 
Hawkeye Incubator Go., Box A, Newton, la. 









virtue every larva will get some, per- 
haps, in the spring. 
I expect to use beta napthol this 
spring if the bees are idle. It must be 
cut with alcohol, about '% pint of alco- 
hol to 2 ounces of napthol. I then stir 
it into 4 pounds of hot honey. It will 
positively have nothing to do with 
sugar syrup. I feed from % to one 
tablespoonful in each gallon of feed. 
I hope Mr. Thos. Cowan, of California, 
will say whether the above is any 
where near the right proportions. 
Now, Mr. Stahlman, don’t you think 
that transferring so many coloniesand 
throwing them out ot nurse-bees (which 
feed the larvyz) had a good deal to do 
with your trouble? (See page 204.) 
I think the above disease points to a 
lack of nurse-bees, just in the heaviest 
breeding season. 
My bees have been confined for 110 
days now without a flight; however, I 
have no fears whatever. 
CHARLES MITCHELL. 
Ontario, Canada, April 20. 


Bees Wintering Well. 


I put 24 colonies into winter quarters 
packt 6to10inches apart with straw 
in between and behind, in a shed open 
to the south, with a Hill’s device of 
my own make, with super on filled with 
cushions and old clothes, etc. I let the 
sun shine full on them. Unless we 
have the bees where no frost accumu- 
lates in the hive, let them have the 
sun; we won’t lose many bees that are 
worth anything, by flying out. Don’t 
pack too much, and let them have the 
sun to warm up and dry them out. My 
bees are wintering well. 

NoaH MILLER. 

Iowa Co., Iowa, March 30. 





Wintered Nicely. 


I put out part of my bees this morn- 
ing. They seem to have wintered 
nicely. E. S. MILEs. 

' Crawford Co., Neb., March 22. 





Wintering Fairly Well. 


My bees are wintering finely so far. 
I put into winter quarters 37 colonies, 
and they are all alive yet, and seem to 
be nearly as strong as they were last 
fall. Iuse the Champion winter-case 
and pack with oat chaff. 

H. C. CLYMER. 
Linn Co., Iowa, March 20. 





Stimulating Brood-Rearing—Stop- 
ping Robbing—Bee-Sting 
Remedy. 

Last season was a poor one; I be- 
lieve I was the only one in my neigh- 
borhood to get any surplus honey, and 
I did fairly well for these parts. My 
bees are in better shape this spring 
than ever before—I have not lost a 
colony. 

Mr. Aikin, in a recent number of the 
Bee Journal, advises turning brood- 
combs end for end to stimulate brood- 
rearing. What’s the matter with turn- 
ing the brood-chamber on the bottom- 
board? I have done this a good many 
times, and always thought it benefi- 
cial, but I make noclaim to being an 
expert, and have made no very partic- 
ular experiments, but I cannot see why 
my plan is not just as good as Mr. 





Please mention Bee Journal when writing. 


SEED bit FREE 


get new customers to test my Seeds, I I will mail 
Catalogue, filled with py don over en _ A Teepe 
Bill good for 10¢ worth of beed 8 for trial absolutely 


free, Allthe Best Seeds. Bulbs, Plaats, Rose 
Seeds, Potatoes, ete, at lowest loll os ine” sien 


for each. Many other > ie Bd ih Sincfodg RA 
seng, t Hf yap money making plant. Over 20 varieties shown re 
colors, $1100 in cash premiums offered. Don’t give your 
p> until ~ =I Bee oe —y catalogue. You’}] be surprised 
id your name on a postal for catalogus 

fay. It te FREE toll. Tell your friends to eend too. "@ 
@. B. MILLS, Boz 88 Rosehill- Onondaga Co. N, y, 


1Di7t Please mention the Bee Journal. 


SURE HATGH lhe TOR, 
222 >) 





True to its pame. it ismade 
to hatch ani doeshatch. No 
excess heating in center of 
chamber. Entirely auto- 
matic. Hundreds in use, 
Common Sense Brooders = 
are perfect. Let us make you 
prices Isid down at your 
station. Our Catalogue & 
chock full of prac ~ . y= - 

try information. Send for it now. 
RY HATCH INCRATOR “COMPANY, Clay Center| Nebr. 


45D13t Please mention the Bee Journal. 


Western Bée-Kespers 


If you want the finest and best up. to-date 
goods made do not fail to send for our large, j 
lustrated catalog for 1900. 


We sell the ROOT GOODS, 


and sell them at factory prices. 


IMMENSE STOCK 


ready for prompt shipment. 








—Address—— 
DES MOIN 
Joseph Nysewander, “tows 
13A6t Please mention the Bee Journal. 





Quéen-Clipping 
Device Free.... 


The MONETTE Queen-Clipping 
Device is a fine thing for use in 
catching and clipping Queens 
wings. We mail it for 25 cents 
or will send it FREE as a pre- 
mium for sending us ONE NEW 
subscriber to the Bee Journal for 
a year at $1.00; or for $1.10 we wil 
mail the Bee Journal one year 
and the ¢ Clipping Device. Address, 

GEORGE W. YORK & COMPANY, 
118 Michigan St., Chicago, Il. 


M. H. HUNT & SON, 


SELL ROOT’S GOODS at ROOT’S PRICES. 
Our inducements are first-class goods, cheaj 
freight rates, and prompt shipments. Send for 
catalog. BELL BRANCH, MICH. 

Please mention Bee Journal when writing 


THE tgs LIVE — 


from a tray fu’ 
~ Thatis ona tee 











is designed to produce, and it 
does it with great regularity. 
Hundredsin use. Automatic 
throughout. Let us quote 
you a price laid down at your 
station. @ Our catagne is as full of practical Poultry Y Y. 


information. It is 


SURE HATCH INCUBATOR ‘COMPANY, Clay Center, Nebr. 
Please mention Bee Journal when wrt chon 


RYT 


BEE-SUPPLIES! 


8&-Root’s Goods at Root’s Prices @* 
PoupER’s Honey-Jars and every: 
thing used by bee-keepers. Prompt 
Service—low freight rate. Catalog 
free. WALTER S. POUDER, 

512 Mass. Ave., INDIANAPOLIS, IND. 


Annunvnsnnnnnnne 


Please mention Bee nner 
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put if there are many colonies, look 
ut for robbing. 
have stopt the worst cases of rob- 
bing I ever saw with a spray-pump and 
cold water, in a few minutes ; but don’t 
spare the water—give every colony 
that shows any excitement a good soak- 
ing at the entrance. re 
Last season I used spirits of turpen- 
tine as a remedy for bee-stings (exter- 
nal application) ona number of per- 
sons besides myself, and even little 
children ; it gave immediate relief in 
every case, seeming to neutralize the 
effects of the poison, and not leaving 
the least sign of swelling. 
W. H. Lewis. 
British Columbia, Canada, Mar. 19. 





No Loss in Wintering. 


I put my bees out of the cellar March 
25. Ihad putin 32 colonies, and car- 
ried out 32. To-day was a fine day, 
and they were just booming. 

FRANK E. KNappP. 

Wadena Co., Minn., March 30. 





How I Came to Be a Bee-Keeper. 


About 13 years ago I was sick and 
miserable. In my neighborhood lived 
anold man, a bee-keeper by the name 
of Solomon Whitaker, and from him I 
took my first lessons in bee-keeping. 
He told me if I would get interested in 
bees that it would divert my mind 
from my sickness. He gave me a hive, 
and told me to put it upin a big tree 
down in his woods, which I did. I soon 
had the bee-fever, and had it hard, too. 

Ina few days I saw bees flying’ in 
and out of my hive. Supposing of 
course I had caught a swarm, I slipt up 
that tree very still, corkt up the en- 
trance, and let the hive to the ¢: .und 
witha rope. Itook the hive home on 
my shoulder, with the fever running 
atits highest pitch. And oh, how dis- 
appointed I was the next morning, 
when I found [had only about a dozen 
bees (‘‘tree-hunters’’ I afterwards 
found out). I then bought a colony 
from the old man, for which I paid $4. 

My attention was then turned toward 
hive-making. For tools I used a buck- 
saw and butcher-knife. Oh, weren’t 
those hives and fixtures things of 
beauty! Some were tall, some square, 
and some long ones. ‘The frames were 
irom 6inches to 18 inches deep; the 
spacing from an extra tight fit to three 
or four inches; the end-bars were 
made of lath, and most of them were 
putin edgewise; but they had the de- 
sired effect, for my health returned, 
andl think those were the happiest 
days of my life, for I loved those bees, 
and I haven’t gotten entirely over it 
yet. IT once heard a man say that 

“alter woman he loved a horse next 
best ; With me it is bees next best, 
for how I love to hear their happy hum 
among the apple-blossoms. . 

J borrowed ‘“‘Langstroth on the 

‘oney-Bee of Warren Longsdon, an 
oc Schoolmate, and at that time the 

“acing bee-keeper of this part of the 

untry; and from that book my eyes 

vere rst opened to the mysteries and 

i pren principles of bee-keeping. 

omg = beginners to buy their 

possible to a, rey for it is next to im- 
ged Basy re them right by hand. 
lLanewtines MS good _ text-book, say 

ABC af evised,”’ by Dadant, or 

- OF Bee-Culture,” by A. I. 
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>PROFIT FOR MAKER ONL 
We manufacture 178 styles of vehicles and 65 styles of harness 
A and seilthem to you direct from our factory at wholesale 
bey In fact. we are the largest manufacturers of vehicles 
-y# and harness in the world selling to the consumer exclusively. 
When you buy on this plan you pay only the profit of the 
manufacturer. No traveling ex- 
penses, no losses, no agen*’s com- 
mission and no dealer’s profits 


WE HAVE NO AGENTS 


preferring to deal with you di- 
.\ rect. We have followed this plan 
\ 3 for27 years. Nomatter where you 


























live, we can reach you and save 
you money. Weship our vehicles 
and harness anywhere for ex- 
amination and guarantee safe 
arnval. We manufacture 
everything we sell. and we can 00d 4° selis for $40 more. 





J? 

No. 180—Double Buggy 
harness, with nickel trimmings. 
5 Complete with coliars and huch 








No. 717—Canopy-Top Surrey, with double fen- € 
ers. Price, complete, with curtains all around. storm [45 
apron, sunshade, lamps and pole or shafts, 875; just 













assure you of good quality from beginning to end; 


: straps, $22. Good as se!)s for 830. 
A and steei, good paint and varnish, good finish, good trimmings, fine style and the largest +eleet 
ELKHART CAR 


trated catalogue FREE. 


in the | 


wood wary. goed wen : 
* 
RIAGE & HARNESS MANUFACTURING CO., Elkhart, Ind. { 
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Please mention Bee Journal when writing. 








DR. MILLER’S 


Honey Queers 


One Untested Queen Free as a Premium 
for sending ONE New Subscriber 
to the American Bee Journal 
for one year. 


Sa el 


We have been fortunate in making an 
arrangement with DR. C. C. MILLER—the 
well-known honey-specialist—to rear queens 
EXCLUSIVELY FOR US DURING THE 

SEASON OF 1900. These Queens will be mailed in rotation, begin- 
ning about June 1, so “ first come first served.’’ We are ready to 
book orders now. 

The Queens Dr. Miller will send out on our orders will be pre- 
cisely the same as those he rears for his own use, so of course they 
will be from his best stock. His best colony in 1899 had a queen 
reared in 1898; May 5, 1899, it had brood in 4 frames, and he gave it 
at that time a frame of brood without bees. It had no other help, 
but May 25 a frame of brood with adhering bees was taken from it, 
and the same thing was repeated June 3, leaving it at that time 5 
frames of brood. It stored 178 sections of honey, weighing 159 
pounds (and that after July 20, in a poor season), being 2% times the 

. average yield of all his colories. A point of importance is the fact 
this colony did not swarm, and an inspection every week or 10 days 
showed that at no time during the entire season was there even so 
much as an egg in a queen-cell. Dr. Miller expects to rear queens 
from this one during the coming summer. 

The demand nowadays is for BEES THAT GET THE HONEY 
when there is any to get, and Dr. Miller has such bees. You will 
want to have a queen from his best, we are sure. 

Do not send any orders to Dr. Miller, as all orders MUST come 
thru us, according to our agreement. 

Remember, send us $1.00 for ONE NEW SUBSCRIBER to the 
American Bee Journal for one year, and YOU will get ONE oF DR. 
MILLER’S UNTESTED HONEY-QUEENS FREE AS A PREMIUM. This offer 
is made on/y to our present regular subscribers. Orders for queens 
to be filled in rotation, beginning about June Ist. 


Address all orders to GEORGE Ww. YORK & Co., 
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BU GGIES, Spring Wagons, Light and Heavy Harness, Sold Direct 
to the User by the Maker at Wholesale Prices. 
Perfect in every detail of material, workmanship and finish. 
vehicle sent anywhere for examination before purchase. 
live you can buy of usand sawe money. We make all the vehicles we 
advertise. Large free books tells our plan in detail. Send for it. 


ALKER CARRIAGE CO., 





1. Any style 
Wherever you 





|B 


FRET NES: FE A, 2 RR 
Surreys, Stanhopes, Phaetons, Driving Wagons and 


50 Eighth St., Goshen Ind. j 














Please mention the Bee Journal 
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The Lewis 
Foundation Fastener. 


Simplest and best machine for the purpose 
ever offered to the bee-keeper. Foundation 
easily, accurately and securely fastened. Ad- 
justable for any style section of any width. 
Shelf can be adjusted for any ordinary lamp. 
Full directions with each machine, 


~~ Price, $100, without Lamp. 


Thousands of Bee-Hives, 
Millions of Sections, 
Ready for Prompt Shipment. 


G. B. LEWIS CO. 


WATERTOWN, WIS., U.S.A. 
BRANCHES: 
G. B. Lewis Co., 19 So. Alabama St., Indianap- 
olis, Ind. 
G. B. Lewis Co., 515 First Ave., N. E., Minne- 
apolis, Minn. 
AGENCIES: 
L. C. WoopMAN, Grand Rapids, Mich. 
FRED FouLGER & Sons, Ogden, Utah. 
E. T. AsspottT, St. Joseph, Mo., Special South- 
western Agent. 


SEND FOR CATALOG, 





The Midland Farmer 


(SEMI-MONTHLY). 


(0The representative modern Farm Paper of the 
Central and Southern Mississippi Valley. Page 
departments to every branch of Farming and 
Stock-Raising. Plain and Practical—-Seasona- 
ble and Sensible. Send 25 cents, silver or two- 
cent stamps, and alist of your neighbors (for 
free samples), and we will enter your name for 1 
year. (If you have not received your money’s 
worth at end of year, we will, upon request, con- 
tinue the paper to you free of cost another year). 


W. M. BARNUM, Publisher, 
Wainwright Building, ST. LOUIS, MO. 
7Dtf Please mention the Bee Journal. 


Queens, Bees, Nuclei, Etc. 


Having been 27 years rear- 
ing Queens for the trade on 
the best plans, will continue 
during 1900 to rear the BEST 





we can. 
PRICES: 

One Untested Queen.... .$1.00 

One Tested Queen ....... 1.25 

One Select Tested Queen 1,50 

One Breeder........-.---- 3.00 

One Comb Nucleus....... 1.80 


Untested Queens ready in 
May. Tested are from last 
season’s rearing, ready now. 


COMB FOUNDATION Yirtow was. 
Send for price-list of Queens by the dozen; 


also sample of Foundation. J. L. STRONG, 
14Atf CLARINDA, Page Co., Iowa. 








WE TRUST THE PUBLIC 


and send our Incubators to any 
responsible person. Noone should buy 
an Incubator and pay for it before giving ita 
trial, It is made so that nobody can fail 
with it. A ehild can run it. 10cts. 
worth of oil will make a hatch, It beat all 
others at World’s Fair, Nashville and 
Omaha Expositions, We are sole manufac- 
turers of the celebrated New Premier snd Simplicity In- 
eubators. Catalogue 5 cts. Plans for Poultry Houses, etc., 25c. 


Columbia Incubator Co., 5 Adams St.,Delaware City, Del. 


Adél Beés Did tt! 


San Luts, CoLo., March 2, 1900. 
Last spring (1899) I ordered queens from five 
different queen-breeders and among them one 
queen from you. The bees from your (Adel) 
queen gathered more honey than all the others 
puttogether. (Signed S. N. Smit, M.D. 
Send for price-list. 
15D1t HENRY ALLEY, Wenham, Mass. 











sewers, HATCH CHICKENS 
Se? §«6=6 BY STEAM —vith the 


. 


mple, perfect, self-regulating 


si 
EXCELSIOR INCUBATOR 


Thousands in successful operation. 
Lowest priced Ist-class hatcher made. 
GEO. H. STAHI 


I 
it: 








i Circulars free, 
Send 6c. for 
Tilus. Catalog 











EO. IL 
114 to 122 &. 6th &t., Quincey, Til. 








44A26t Please mention the Bee Journal. 


ALBINO WEEN If you want the most 
prolific Queens—If you 
want the gentlest Bees—If you want the best 
honey-gatherers you ever saw—try my Albinos. 
Untested Queens in April, $1.00; Tested, $1.50. 
12A2%t J. D. GIVENS, LISBON, TEX. 








At Less Than Wholesale Prices. 


Ours ig not a mail order 
rice, Ours is a large 

clusively to this line. 

finish and are thus enabled to sell 


house, buying from some factory to sell again at an increased 
and completely equipped manufacturing plant devoted ex- 
We control absolutely all the elements of quality, style and 


« for less money than any other 


few fsbo WE GUARANTEE EVERY VEWIGLE OR HARNESS WE. SELL 


business, 


as to quality of material, workmanship, sty 
Write at once for our large illustrated catal 


ave no dissatisfied customers. 


ogue—showsevery article we sell, Mailed free. 


KALAMAZOO CARRIAGE AND HARNESS CO., Box 53 KALAMAZOO, MICH. 








Please Mention the Bee Journal ¥222, 722th" 





tn ra, 
Root, and subscribe for the American 
Bee Journal, and you will be on the 
right road to successful bee-keeping, 


I now use the Dadant hive, and ry, 
for extracted honey, and have made } 
pay in dollars and cents. To use My 
Dadant’s words, you must know wha: 
to do, and doit in time. One spring | 
workt my bees upsostrong in numbers 
that by the last of May the hives 
fairly boiled with bees. I went away 
to work for a week, supposing the bees 
were getting plenty to live on from 
the fields ; when I came home I foung 
them in a fearful condition—the alight- 
ing-boards covered with the brood they 
had thrown out, the young, white. 
looking bees crawling all over the 
hives, and the grass in front full of 
them, some in bundles the size of wal. 
nuts. I pondereda long time to know 
what ailed my bees, but I couldn 
make it out. I went to “ Langstroth 
Revised,’’ and I soon found out. I hag 
a case of starvation. I then opened 
the hives, and there was nota particle 
of brood, not even an egg, ora drop of 
honey. I gave them all a good feed of 
sugar syrup, and in four days the blos- 
soms were dripping with nectar. As 
strange as it may seem my crop aver- 
aged 50 pounds per colony that season. 

I once had nearly a whole colony of 
bees inside of my pantaloons. Yes, 
sir, inside my trousers. My move- 
ments at that time were exceedingly 
quick, or rapid. My _ gesticulations 
were convincing, and with lightning 
rapidity. I think if the President had 
been there, yes, and the Mrs., too, ! 
should have disrobed just as I did, 

Ogle Co., Ill. BYRON WHITNEY. 





Bees in Florida. 


Bees have been holding high carni- 
val of late, for fruit-trees and the ti-ti 
are blooming. Pears, peaches, plums, 
and dewberries are loaded with bloom, 
apparently no room for another blos- 
som. I counted 45 blossoms in one 
cluster. Orange trees are not bloom: 
ing, for their leaves were killed by 
frost; the wood was not injured, and 
some trees are leaving out to their 
very tips. Lemon trees are more tender 
and are killed to the ground. 


Summer drouths are the “ winters of 
discontert’’ to bee-keepers here, for 
many colonies perish by starvation 
when they are of long continuance, as 
they have been of late years. 

I laid down my pen just now, aud 
went to a neighbor’s to look at his 
bees ; they are very diminutive blacks, 
in movable-frame hives. On my ask 
ing the question, ‘‘ How did your bees 
do last summer, and how are they 
now ?”? He said: ‘Last spring the 
ti-ti was killed by frost, and then4 
severe drouth prevailed, and bet 
stored no surplus; I’ve had to tec 
them to keep them from starving; ™ 
a few days they have been doing we 
—they are a month late ; I’ve had 
swarms yet, and I should have hae") 
the first of March.’’ 

Mrs. L. HARRISON 

Washington Co., Fla., March 2%. 











O Can It Be! 


O can it be, that “flies are flies because 
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O can it be, that “ fleas are fleas because t* 
flee ?”’ cance the! 

O can it be, that “ bees are bees becaus — 
be ?” A.E 














"t 
th 
ad 
ed 
cle 
) of 
i of 
los- 
As 
ver: 
son. 
y of 
Yes, 
10ve- 
ngly 
tions 
ming 
t had 
too, I 


NEY. 


| carni: 
he ti-ti 
plums, 
bloom, 
er blos- 
in one 
t Hloom- 
ilied by 
red, and 
to theif 
re tender 


inters of 
here, 10f 
tarvation 

ance, 4 


now, aud 
ok at his 
ve placks, 
my ask: 
your bees 
“are they 
pring al 
nd thet 
and bets 
\d to feet 


ving ; fot 
doing We 
ve had! w 
hve had by 


\ RRISO: 


ch 29: 


April 12, 1900. 


———s 


AMERICAN BEE JOURNAL 


239 








The Honey-Bee. 





11 the things, in earth or air, 
Of wondrous worth or beauty fair, 
Few so prized, few could be 
So valued, as the honey-bee. 


\t break of day, it sails away 

To scented fields and flowers gay. 
And sings its song, and works away 
To gather sweets for winter’s day. 


It fills the hive to hold no more, 

With garnered sweets—its winter store— 
Then, grateful bee, no lazy sleeper, 

4 box it fills for its keeper. 


Sweet, buzzing bee! so fair to see ; 
No second place we yield to thee, 
In insect life, in earth or air, 

Than fairy Queen, of mid-day air. 


Arapahoe Co., Colo. V. DEVINNY. 








Ed le le 


Po gm on Approval.—No more liberal offer 
ould possibly be made by any manufacturer 
than appears in the adv ertising of the Edward 
W. Walker Carriage Co., Goshen, Ind., else- 
where in this issue. They propose to send any 
their celebrated make of vehicles for exam- 
ination and approval at the reader’s nearest 
oad station, and quote wholesale prices di- 

rect to the buyer, saving middlemen’s profits. 
They also offer light and heavy harness at pri- 
ces hey at interestevery horse-owner. A large 
book describing their goods and methods of 
pleasing customers will be sent free by the ad- 
vertiser on request. Please mention the Amer- 

ican Bee Journal when writing them. 


Yellow Sweet Clover Seed | 3 


WE HAVE IT AT LAST! 





We have finally succeeded in getting a SMALL 
quantity of the seed of the YELLOW variety of 
sweet clover, This kind blooms from two to 
four weeks earlier than the common or white 
variety Of sweet clover. Italso grows much 
shorter, only about two feet in hight. It is as 
much visited by the bees as the white, and usu- 
ally comes into bloom ahead of white clover 
and basswood. We offer the seed as a premium 


A QUARTER POUND FOR SENDING 
ONE NEW SUBSCRIPTION. 


So long as it lasts, we will mail a quarter 
pound of the seed to a regular paid-up subscri- 
ber who sends us ONE NEW subscriber for the 
American Bee Journal one year, with $1.00; or 4 
pound by mail for 30 cents. 








NEW BOOKLETS. 


The Chicago, Milwaukee & St. Paul 
Railway is issuing a series of booklets 
regarding points of interest along its 
lines, andif you are interested in the 
western country, or contemplating a 
trip, write Gko. H. HEAFFORD, General 
Passenger Agent, Chicago, IIl., for the 
special publication desired, enclosing 
four cents in stamps for postage for 
each one. 


No. 1.—The Pioneer Limited. 

No. 2.— The Land of Bread and 

Sutter. 

No. 3.—The Fox Lake Country. 

No, 4.—Fishing in the Great North 
Woods. 
No. 5.—The Lake Superior Country. 
No. 6.—Cape Nome Gold Diggings. 
No. 8.—Summer Days in the Lake 
Country. 

No. 9..-Summer Homes, 1900. 

No. 11.—The Game of Skat. 

No. 12.—Milwaukee — The Conven- 
tion City. 

No. 13.— A Farm in the Timber 
Country. 

No, 14.—Stock-Raising in the Sun- 
Shine State. 

No. 15.—Hunting and Fishing. 
“eee 





We Want 50 to 100 Golonies of Bees 


W e prefer them on L. frames. 
state lowest cash Price wanted for same. 


. H. G. QUIRIN 
PARKERSTOWN, OHIO. 

EGGS # Birmaged Fowls. Farm 

Raised—75c per dozen. 


From Barred PLYMOUTH 
MRS. a C. AXTELL, Roseville, IIL 





OCKS Thorobred, Fine 





i lease mention the Bee Journal. 
a 
\ SUPPLIES 
* 
Bee=Hives, 
is (5 styles); also Sec- 
aed H- ‘sy, Smokers, Honey- Knives, Hive- 
ee-Culture anae Sweet Clover Seed, Books on 


Address, 


SNELL, Milledgeville, Carroll Co, IL 


*lease mention the Bee Journal. 


We have been trying for years to secure this 

new seed, gathered last season by an old per- 

sonal friend of ours, so we know it is all right. 

out we will mention it. 

GEORGE W. YORK & CO., 
xd Sections, 
sot at vaplarian Se 
FREE Catalogue. gz. T. vLanAGan, ce 
Rocky Mountain Bee-Plant Seed ! 
(Cleome integrifolia. ) 

The ABC of Bee-Culture says of it: ‘“* This 
is a beautiful plant for the flower-garden, to 
from two to three feet in hight, and bears large 
clusters of bright pink flowers. It grows natur- 
where it is said to furnish large quantities of 
honey.” 


seed, and finally succeeded in getting it. It is 
But we have only a small supply. When nearly 
118 Michigan St., - CHICAGO, ILL. 
yo = 

Please mention Bee Journal when writing. 

---FREE AS A PREMIUM... 

say nothing of the honey it produces. It grows 
ally on the Rocky Mountains, and in Colorado, 
We havea few pounds of this Cleome seed, 


and offer to mail a %-pound package as a pre- 
mium for sending us ONE NEW subscriber to 


the American Bee Journal, 
pound by mail for 40 cents. 


GEORGE W. YORK & CO. 


118 Michigan St., CHICAGO, ILM. 


The Emerson Binder 


with $1.00; or \% 
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This Emerson stiff-board Binder with cloth 
back for the American Bee Journal we mail for 
but 60 cents; or we will send it with the Bee 
Journal for one year—both for only $1.40. It is 
a fine thing to preserve the copies of the Jour- 
nal as fast as they are received. If you have 
this “ Emerson” no further binding is neces- 


“*" GEORGE W YORK & CO. 





118 Michigan Street, - CHICAGO, ILL. 
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3 HONEY AND BEESWAX § 


ececnciilll TR TR EN RE 
MARKET QUOTATIONS, 





CuHIcaco, March 19.—We quote best white 
comb at 15c. An occasional small lot of fancy 
sells atléc; off grades of white, 12@14c; am- 
bers, 10@12c. Extracted, 8@9%c for fancy white; 
7@8c for amber; 6@7c for dark grades. Bees- 
wax, 27c. 

Receipts of honey are larger and the demand 
is not as good as it has been. 

R. A. BuRNeEtTT & Co. 


CINCINNATI, March 3.—T here is some demand 
for extracted honey from mannfacturers at 
7@7%c for amber and Southern; clover, 8@8%¥c. 
Comb honey is selling firm at 14@l6\%c in a 
small way. Beeswax, oat 

. H. W. WEeBer, 
Successor to Chas. F. Muth & Son and A. Muth. 


Los ANGELES, March 1.—1-pound frames, 12%- 
@15c; 2-pound cans, 2 dozen in case, per dozen, 
$2.50; 2-pound glass pails, per dozen, 2.50. Ex- 
tracted, water white, 60-pound tins, per pound, 
8c; light amber, 74%@8c; dark amber, 7%c. 
Beeswax, 25@26c. 

The prospect foracrop is very bad. Small 


lots in the hands of wholesale houses are firmly 
held. 


Boston, March 9.—Our honey market is 
showing some signs of lower prices, altho the 
stock on hand is not large. Atthe same time 
prices are so much higher than previous years 
that the trade have taken it very slowly and the 
results are that the holders are willing to range 

rices quite a little in order to move stock on 

and. Prices range: Faucy white, 17@18c; No. 

1, 15@16c; amber, 10@12c; buckwheat almost un- 

salable. Extracted, best white California, Sic. 
BLAKE, Scott & LEE. 


KANSAS City, Mar. 19.—We quote fancy white 
comb, 15c; No.1, 14c; No.1 amber, 13c; No. 2 
amber, 13%c. Extracted, white, 8c; amber, 7c; 
dark,6c. Beeswax, 22@25c 

Cc. C. Clemons & Co, 


BuFFALO, March 3.—Market nearly bare of 
all grades of honey. Probably no more from 
any source to market, but if so, fancy white 
comb is firm at 15@l6c. Other grades from l4c 
downward, with the poorest at 8@%. Fancy 
pure beeswax continues at 28@30c. 

BATTERSON & Co, 


New York, Mar. 8.—During the past 30 days 
our market has been somewhat slow and easy 
in both comb and extracted honey. Stocks of 
comb honey, however, are almost exhausted, 
and there is a fair demand for all grades. 
Fancy white selling at 15c; No. 1 white at 134 
14c; fancy amber, 11@12c, and buckwheat at 9@ 
lic. according toajuality, etc. 

Our market is well supplied with extracted, 
tho prices are firm and unchanged. Beeswax 
sells very well at from 26@28c, according to 
quality. HILDRETH & SEGELKEN. 


Sawn FRANCISCO, Mar. 28.—White comb, 11%@ 
12%c; amber, 8@10c. Extracted, white,74%@8c. 
light amber, 7@7%c; amber, 5@5%c; Beeswax, 
26@27c. 

Supplies and demand are both at present lim- 
ited, which is to be expected at the close of a 
light crop year. Business doing is mostly of a 
small jobbing character, and at practicaliy the 
same figures as have been current for some time 
past. 


OMAHA, Mar. 13.—Demand shows some im- 
provement in January, having been much more 
active, but as anticipated there is no advance in 
prices. Market remains steady at 14@14%c for 
fancy white comb and 8%c for white extracted. 
The latter is pretty well cleaned up along the 
Missouri River, and it looks as if there would 
be some shortage before another crop comes in. 
From present appearances there is about enough 
comb honey to gO around at the present prices, 
hence we look for no particular change in 
values. PEYCKE Bros, 





Here we are to the front 
for 1900 with the NEW 


CHAMPION CHAFF - HIVE, 


a comfortable home for the bees in 
summer and winter. We alsocarry 
a complete line of other SUPPLIES. 


Catalog free. R. H. SCHMIDT & CO, 
Sheboygan, Wisconsin. 








Please mention Bee Journal when writing. 
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Latest Improvements. Perfect Goods. 
ery Reasonable Prices. 


Hives, Shipping-Cases 
Sections, 
Extractors, Etc, 


EVERYTHING A 

BEE-KEEPER NEEDS. ********* 
Catalog and copy of 

‘* The American Bee-Keeper ’’—FREE 


ADDRESS 


THE W. T. FALGONER MFG. GO., 


JAMESTOWN, N. Y. 








The American Bee-Keeper is a live Monthly, 
and has been publisht by us for the past 10 
years—50 cents a year. 


Please mention Bee Journal when writing, 





MADE TO ORDER. 


BINGHAM 
—— BRASS——} 
SMOKERS 


made of sheet-brass which does not rust or burn 
out should lasta life-time. You need one, but 
they cost 25 cents more than tin 
of the same size. The little pen 
cut shows our brass hinge put 
on the three larger sizes. 

No wonder Bingham’s 4inch 
Smoke Engine goes without puff- 
ing and does not 


DROP INKY DROPS. 


The perforated steel fire-grate 
has 381 holes to air the fuel and 
support the fire. 

Prices; Heavy Tin Smoke virec Deaf Porta 
Engine, four-inch Stove, per 
mail,, $1.50; 3%-inch, $1.10; 
three-inch, $1.00; 2%-inch, 90 
cents; two-inch, 65 cents. 


BINGHAM 
SMOKERS 


are the original, and have all 
the improvements, and have 
been the STANDARD OF EXCELLENCE 
for 22 years. Address, 


T. F. BINGHAM, 


Farwell, Mich. 


LARISE 


To say to the readers of 
the BEE JOURNAL that 


NOOLITTLE ..; 


has concluded to sell 
QUEENS in their season 
during 1900, at the fol- 
lowing prices: 
1 Untested Queen . .$1.00 
3 Untested Queens.. 2.25 
1 Tested Queen .... 1.25 
3 Tested Queens.... 3.00 
lselect tested queen 1.50 
- 2. ** Queens 4.00 
Select Tested Queen, 
last year’s rearing .2.50 
Extra selected breed- 
ing, the very best. .5.00 




















Circular free, giving particulars regarding 
each class of Queens, conditions, etc. Address, 


G. M. DOOLITTLE, 
11A 26t Borodino, Onondaga Co., N. Y. 





Please mention Bee Journal 
when writing Advertisers. 








iar Dadant's Foundation. ii: 














Why does it sell ('9), We guarantee 

so well? satisfaction. 

Because it has always given better satis- What more can anybody do? BRA 
faction than any other. s UTY, 

Because in 23 years there have not been any i. FIRMNESS, No SAGGING, No 
complaints, but thousands of compli- PATENT WEED PROCESS SHEETING, 
ments. 











Send name for our Catalog, Samples of Foundation and Veil Material. We sey 
the best Veils, cotton or silk. 


BEE-KEEPERS’ SUPPLIES OF ALL KINDS. 








Langstroth on the Honey-Bee, Revised. 


The Classic in Bee-Culture—Price, $1.25, by Mail. 


Beeswax Wanted 
at all times. CHAS. DADANT & SON, 


Please mention Bee Journal when writing. Hamilton, Hancock Co., Ill, 


HONEY MONEY | = The Mississippi Valley Democrat 


bees. That results from the use of AND— 


raeeaveriueoot | Journal of Agriculture, 

















po ne | section meneeey 

oped wood separator 

and flatcover. We make and ST. LOUIS, MO. 
, carry in stock a full line of bee cinnninasiaitles 

eupplies. Can aN every want. Illustrated catalogue FREK 





iN TATE FG. CO., Box 10, HUDSON, WIS. A wide-awake, practical Western paper for 


wide-awake, practical Western farmers, stock- 
raisers, poultry people and fruit-growers, to 
FREE FOR A MONTH eoce learn the science of breeding, feeding and man- 
agement. Special departments for horses, cat- 
tle, hogs, Sheep, poultry and dairy. No farmer 
can afford to do withont it. 


It stands for American farmers and produ 





If you are interested in Sheep in any way 
you cannot afford to be without the best 
Sheep Paper publisht in the United States. 


Wool Markets and Sheep cers. Itis the leading exponent of agriculture 
has a hobby which is the sheep-breeder and as a business, and at the same time the cham- 
his industry, first,foremost and all the time. ion of the Agricultural States and the producer 
Are you interested? Write to-day. in politics. Subscription, One Dollar a Year. 

WOOL MARKETS AND SHEEP, CHICAGO, ILL. a eee er ee See 


Please mention Bee Journal when writin 


PATENT WIRED COMB FOUNDATION | se you want THe 
BEE-BOOK 


Thin Flat-Bottom Foundation 
That covers the whole Apicultural Field more 


Has no Fishbone in the Surplus 
money. completely than any other publisht, send $1.5 
to Prof. A. J. Cook, Claremont, Calif., for his 


Being the cleanest is usually workt 
ames Spee Bee-Keepers’ Gude 


the quickest of any foundation made, 
Sole Manufacturer, 
Sprout Brook, Montgomery Co.,N.Y. | Liberal Discounts to the Trade. 


SECTIONS. 


By an error in ordering, we have a large stock of 354x5x1!4 in. plain sectious 
We will sell these at a discount, until stock is reduced. 

















——_ 





Catalog of Apiarian Supplies free. Untested Italian Queens 75 cts. 


Apiaries—cien Cove, tot], J, STRINGHAM. 105 Park Place, New York, ¥. 1 


Please mention Bee Journal when writing. 


dl 


Marshfield Manufacturing Company. 


Our specialty is making SECTIONS and they are the best in the — 
Wisconsin BASSWOOD is the right kind for them. We havea full line of B 
SUPPLIES. Write for free illustrated catalog and price-list. 

MARSHFIELD MANUFACTURING CO., [Marshfield, Wis: 


Please mention Bee Journal when writing. 
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